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Congress(I) Election 
Campaign Launched 


From Our Special Correspondent 


T he so-called huge rally on 
October 31 at Red Fort, 
to commemorate the for- 
mer Prime Minister, Mrs 
Indira Gandhi’s fourth death 
anniversary had a clear message 
that November-December 1984 
game is back, Congress(l) has 
launched its election campaign on 
the same old strategy that is to win 
elections only with solid Hindu 
backing by sympathy for Indira 
Gandhi’s assassination and by 
projecting everybody who is not 
with Congress(l) as anti-national. 

The press has already reported 
the gross misuse of offical 
machinery to mobilise people for 
the rally. What is more important 
is that everything was organised 
as if some marriage party was 
taking place. That suggests that 
purpose of tf ■> rally was not to pay 
homage to the departed leader but 
to exploit her name to arouse peo- 
ples sympathy. This became quite 
clear with Prime Minister’s speech, 
a major part of which devoted to 
attack the opposition rather than 
paying tributes to Indira Gandhi 
and her achievements. 
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Enemies of The Nation 

W hile criticising opposition 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi said, 
"Hamare Dushman Congress he 
hi dushman nahin, desh ke dush- 
man hain' (our enemies are not 
the enemies of the Congress 
alone. They are also the enemies 
of the nation). Already in view of 
emerging opposition unity and 
concrete socio-economic issues 
like farmer’s and lower caste’s agi- 
tations the Congress seems to 
have decided to play the commu- 
nal card to divert the attention of 
voters. Prime Minister and many 
senior Congress leaders have 
started puting up their pro-Hindu 
face in the open. 

Recently an Akhil Bhartiya San- 
atan Dharam Pratinidhi Sabha has 
been formed. All its office-bearers 
are Congress(l) men which 
include H.K.L. Bhagat, Sajjan 
Kumar and Dharam Das Shastri. 
Few days back this body orga- 
nised a function outside Prime 
Minister’s house and received his 
blessings. Efforts;tgjcapitalise on 
TV serials like Bamayana and 
Mahabharata are already on. 


Punjab 

P unjab once again is being 
given prominent coverage by 
the media (on November 1 , that is 
the next morning after October 31 
rally the lead news in morning 
national bulletin on Radio was 9 
killed in Punjab). Needless to say 
already some aspects of the com- 
plex and tragic situation in Punjab 
are being over-drawn and sensa- 
tionalised while some others are 
being under reported by the 
media. All this is to make the 
Indian people form certain impres- 
sion and images about the Punjab 
and the Sikhs like the Sikhs are 
aggressive and killers and Gurd- 
waras are training centres for ter- 
rorists and hiding places for 
criminals. 

Media 

T o make full use of media, its 
director general with some 
objectivity . has already been 
removed. Any one who cares can 
see a definite shift and line in the 
media coverage. Ruling parties' 
activities are covered as State 
Continued an page 4 


Give Life 
To This Man 

By Baiju 

Y ou can kill thousands of 
innocent voters on the 
streets, but the "assas- 
sination of a duly elec- 
ted prime minister is not an ordi- 
nary murder" and it requires 
special consideration, so was the 
‘advice’ given to the President by 
the government on hearing the 
clemency plea from Rajinder 
Singh, the elder son of the con- 
victed Kehar Singh. However, the 
advice given to the President by 
the right-thinking citizens is that 



Unfair Means Cannot 
Produce Right Results 

Says Lt.Gen. J.S. Aurora (Retd) 

I nspector General Police Shn Chaman Lai’s seemingly an act of 
indiscipline to hold a press conference to explain why he did 
not wish to continue to serve in the Punjab police must not 
be looked on in isolation. For a man of his seniority and pro- 
fessional reputation to take such a step must have cost him 
many sleepless nights and much heart searching. That he felt 
compelled to adopt such an unprofessional measure arid put 
his bright future in jeopardy, shows how much suffocated and 
unhappy he must have felt in discharging his duty in th i pre- 
vailing conditions in Punjab. 

He has made two vital issues which forced him to act in this 
unusual manner. Manipulative and discriminatory order from 
above had made a mockery of the rule of law, making it well 
nayimpossible for a conscientious policeman to act impartially 
and effectively. Secondly, he was not willing to take wide- 
spread suppressive measures against the innocent village 
population to curb terrorist depredations inspite of instructions 
from higher authorities. He felt it was morally and profession- 
ally wrong to do so. 

Under normal conditions I would have disapproved of such 
a conduct but unfortunately we are living in extraordinary times 
specially in Punjab when moral code of conduct is at a dis- 
count. I am convinced that the government has been surrep- 
titiously indulging in illegal and underhand methods for a long 
time to create dissensions amongst the moderate Akali lead- 
ers as well as the extremists. It has also been using criminal 
squads to kill so called terrorists, who have used this oppor- 
tunity to organise smuggling, bank robberies and exhortion with 
equanimity. Many a time I have raised these issues in the Par- 
liament since early this year. The government has always 
denied them vehemently. When exposed it takes recourse to 
half truths and tries to brazen through, convinced that all rep- 
ressive measures in Punjab, fair and foul, will not be seriously 
opposed by the rest of the country. The public has been con- 
ditioned to it. But has it produced results? 

I am convinced, as Shri Chaman Lai is, that unfair means 
cannot produce right results. It is our duty to raise our voice 
against the government depredations as it is to do so against 
the terrorists. 


the President should make the 
most of the best available legal 
and political advice before taking 
a decision. 

As everyone’s commonsense 
suggests the findings of the judic- 
iary against Kehar Singh are full of 
beans. It is also important to note 
that Satwant Singh, the other con- 
victed, has not appealed for any 
mercy. And why the strong dis- 
cussion is going on in the case of 
Kehar Singh only. 

Supreme Court Is Erred 

B albir Singh, one of the three 
accused persons has been 
acquitted by the Supreme Court 
on the basis that the evidence 
against him was cooked up. It is 
important to note that the High 
court has even agreed that the 
Sessions Court was correct in pro- 


nouncing death for Balbir. Is a 
human life that much cheap? Now, 
in the case of Kehar Singh what 
concrete evidence can the court 
put forward to award him death 
sentence? Here even the 
Supreme Court is erred. Mr Ram 
Jathmalani’s finding that the 
accused were denied certain lib- 
erties in the trial procedures just 
proped up this fact. 

Judiciary Is Parcial 

W hy all this cooking up? The 
judiciary have witnessed 
the senseless carnage of thou- 
sands of innocents on the streets. 
For this, there was no case, no 
cooking up, no findings'. Then 
why only in this particular murder 
case the judiciary has to function? 
Is it obligatory on the part of the 
government to arrest someone 

Continued on page e 





The g 

Gazette ■ 


OPEN FORUM 


Letters 

Ridiculous! 

i t was ridiculous to hear news 
from the media that a meeting at 
Bhubaneshwar attended by sev- 
eral dignitaries, including a state 
minister and the minister of state 
for defence production, Mr Chin- 
tamani Panigrahi, has been 
adjourned because of the opening 
part of the TV serial Mahabharat. 

Similarly, in its Ahmedabad ses- 
sion, the BJP had to take a lot of 
trouble, as the leaders wanted to 
send their audience back home to 
watch TV. But they were afraid of 
doing so as they were worried 
whether the 'supporters’ would 
come back or not. So they hired 
some TV sets and re-arranged the 
seating. All the august supporters 
watched the serial to their satisfac- 
tion and resumed the session, 
taking crucial decisions that would 
be made use of when they 
assume the throne. 

Ministers and other w IPs of the 
nation are much inter* ed in TV 
serials, circuses r d 'cultural' 
shows. What one .nderstands 
form this scenario is total lack of 
interest in the affairs of the nation 
on the part of these so-called 
responsible persons of the state. 
What a fate the Indians have! 

Venmoney, 

Kerala. TK Vijayan 

Man-made Or 
God- made? 

T he Punjab has known its ‘Rain 
God’ very well. Generally the 
god is beneficient, but sometimes 
it gets furious. It was furious in 
1955 when it poured rain for seven 
days incessantly; and when again 
in 1985 it poured itself for conti- 
nuous eighteen hours in the plains 
of the Punjab. Result: A little loss 
and thereafter a Bumper Crop. 

What happened to the mood of 
Rain God in September 1988? it 
laid waste whole of the Punjab (As 
it was before it was partitioned). 
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Common man was bewildered, till 
the ‘Lesser gods’ whispered that 
it was a 'Man made’ deluge. It was 
alleged that man-The Bhakra 
Management had chosen the 
opportune time to add to the fury 
of Rain God. The man-Bhakra is 
not accepting its complicity and its 
officers are proclaiming that they 
had acted with all the care and 
caution available. 

The Delhi and Chandigarh 
authorities are making Areial 
Survey of the affected areas; and 
after such surveys they in their 
press conferences assure the 
people all help and aid. Some 
'Doles’ are announced. 

Should the matter is as the 
authorities wan! the people to 
believe? 

To our credit we have the 
misery suffered by the Bhopal res- 
idents. The factory management 
did not mean that any person may 
suffer and perhaps had taken all 
the precautions to avoid any leak- 
age of gas. Yet the gas leaked and 
many person and their property 
suffered. The Government of India 
has been kind enough to come to 
their help and many crores of 
rupees have been demanded as 
compensation. The matters have 
not settled yet. It is not to the Gra- 
tuity that is claimed, it is compen- 
sation that is being pressed to be 
paid. 

Now in the Punjab we have to 
see: i) Whether action of the 
Bhakra Management can be 
termed as 'Act of State'; certainly 
not, there is no Act of State 
between the citizens and their 
State; ii) Whether it is ‘Act of God’, 
Not wholly, because as put above 
the 'Rain God' is not so furious as 
the floods have proved them- 
selves to be. Man, knowingly or 
otherwise aided the Rain God. 
What is the liabilty of the Man that 
helped the disturbing faction to the 
extent that it was able to cause the 
loss as has occurred. 

Tactically it is admitted, whether 
for unavoidable reasons or other- 
wise that Bhakra has been an 
active agent to add to the fury of 
the rain, without assigning any 
motive to the Bhakra Manage- 
ment, can it not be said that the 
Management has bven I’uiity oi 
a'Tort', which has caused a loss of 
crores of rupees to the poopse that 
were to be served bansfiCientiy. 

It does not behove a Democra 
tic State to tell its people that 



although they are entitled to com- 
pensation, yet they will be treated 
by way of gratuity. 

Jalandhar Sahib Singh Bhatia 


Sound And Fury 

I have decided to resign. ..I want to devote myself completely to 
national politics now. Moreover, I am 78 now and the party must find 
my successor. — Devi Lai. 


Home Of The 
Homeless 

B lessed are the old. They ! 

live long enough to wtt- , 
ness their progony prosper | 
and flourish. Still blessed are 
the rare ones who suffer no 
ailment of old age. And of 
them all, the most blessed ; 
are those who live with their I 
i progony and/or receive care 
' and comfort from them. \ 
However, the vast majority 
vegetate in isolation, apathy 
and neglect! , 

Inspired by our illustrious 
ancestor. Sri Guru Amar Das, 
the third Guru of the Sikhs, 
whose universal concern for 
humanity earned his sobri- 
quets live Home of the 
Homeless, Support for the 
Supportless, we have set up 
this Charitable Trust in his ; 
memory with the express 
purpose of setting up old 
homes-cum-orphanages. Wa 
Initiated a project for estab- 
lishing ar. old home in Delhi, 
but due to financial con- 
straints, it is stiff in its embr- 
yonic stage. Undaunted, 
however, we have launched 
our Birdh Sahaara P;e- 
gramrr.e to help the ckj and 
tenaiy wherever they may bo ; 
residing. Our workers visit 
them aileasf onca in a week 
to give if .am company, ceun- : 
scu and care, hr* 'ping them 
m ir the* domestic chores’, 
end dorng outdoor work. 

Gur services are offered 
absolutely bee and without 
distinction of caste, creed or , 

3<JX. 

Interested persons con 
contact us at the address 
giver, below; 

j.S. Rant* 
Convenor 
Birdh Sahsara 
| Guu Amar Das Memorial 
Charitabis Trust 
0-225, Defence Colony, New 
Delhi 110 024 
Pones 6167019. 616647 


I use my veto as the president of the Janata Dal to ask Chaudhary 
Saheb not to resign. — V.P. Singh. 

I and you are all too young to put our feet up. — Mrs. Thatcher at 
the Conservative Party conference. 

I'm going to fight many more times before I retire. — Mike Tyson. 

This is a brinkman's party Fight, scream, shout, kiss, cuddle, fight, 
scream, shout. — Maneka Gandhi about the Janta Party 

Why should th9 Front break up over the (Bengal lamp) issue? — Saroj 
Mukherjee. 

He (Mr Devi La!) does not recognize me as (Lok Dal) president. — 
H.N. Bahuguna. 

Wo are mass leaders and we will lead the masses. — Devi Lai. 

I want no position in the leadership. — Lech Walesa. 

I am not a reluctant Chief Minister. — N.D. Tiwari. 

Agricultural crop is good, the political crop is not for the 
Congress(l).— V.P. Singh. 

Mr. V.P. Singh is now on test. — Subramaniam Swamy. 

They say I am a man of no consequence, that I am totally isolated 
and marginalized. But in the same breath they say that I am pre- 
venting the unity of the Opposition parties. — Chandra Shekhar. 

I’ve been underestimated over and over again, by political observ- 
ers and political opponents, and here I am. A lot of people have fallen 
by the wayside. — George Bush. 

Ups and downs in terrorism are a common feature. Sometimes they 
have the upper hand and sometimes the police have the terrorists 
on the run. — K.P.S. Gill. 

The drug was still clearly being used by other winners besides 
Mr (Ben) Johnson at the Olympics. Some of those deep voiced ladies ir 
on the rostrum most visibly needed a shave. — The Economist. 

Calcutta is the vitamin to me and my wife. — Dominique Lapierre. 

I think this man may mark the beginning of a new Soviet Union. — 

— Barry Goldwater about Mr. Gorbachov. 

I am interested in knowing the truth. 

— Subramaniam Swamy. 

I have become too old and have decided not to say anything 
hereafter. 

— Vasantdada Patil. 

I think this will be the last of the amateur Olympics. 

— Markspitz. 

I’ll come back in the 1992 Olympics and prove myself again. 

— Ben Johnson. 
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The Legacy Of 1984 

F or reasons which are perfectly understandable, attention 
is mostly concentrated upon the rally of UP kisans and the 
circumstances in which the Congress® rally scheduled to 
coincide with the fourth death anniversary of Indira Gandhi 
has had to be shifted. It should not be necessary to go into details 
of what has happend. Every newspaper reader is familiar with them. 

During this controversy what has got overlooked to quite an 
extent is the thinking and planning behind the Congress rally of 
31st October. More than one leader, for instance, Gulam Nabi Azad 
as well as KC Pant, are on record as saying that the purpose of the 
rally is to recall the services of Indira Gandhi and reiterate faith 
in the poacies which she followed. It is exactly the policies which 
are now being questioned and this is the point at issue. 

If Rajiv Gandhi won elections in 1984, it is not because the pol- 
icies he stood for were endorsed by the country. Because of the 
shock and trauma of Mrs Indira Gandhi’s death he was voted into 
ff. power. He, however, took it to mean that those policies had been 
G endorsed. No such thing happened and it was a total misinterpre- 
tation of the mandate which he received. 

Politically Rajiv Gandhi is getting more and more isolated. There 
is no knowing what will happen at the next General Elections and 
when it will take place and so on. All kinds of unpredictable things 
can happen. To speculate about anyone of them, therefore, is not 
going to help. 

So far, the chief strength to the ruling party has come from the 
disorganised Opposition. Some of them are more than disorganised; 
they work in such a way that whether they intend it oi not, their 
actions help the ruling party. Because of pressure from below, a 
good deal of this is changing. This is not to suggest that the Oppo- 
sition has got united and there are no problems. The problems are 
there and even the so-called opposition unity will neither be com- 
plete nor politically invulnerable. In other words, the Opposition, 
all said and done, would continue to be much less than what it can be. 

It was in this context that the Congress® once again tried to 
whip off sentiments by recalling the circumstances of Indira Gand- 
hi’s death and the emotions that were generated at that time. While 
to some extent the emotions are there and those are not in favour 
of Indira Gandhi, more and more people have began to see through 
Q) the game. Which is to arouse emotions so as to obscure the bank- 
rupt policies. Ultimately it is the policies which have to be accepted 
or rejected. In practice those are becoming less and less tenable. 
That is why the chances of these policies being rejected or higher 
than otherwise. 

The Punjab issue is being kept alive to a large extent, because 
Indira Gandhi’s assassination is linked to that crisis. The rally of 
the 3 1st October is also a pointer towards that. Amongst other things 
the task of the opposition is to delink emotions from policies and 
fight a battle in terms of the policies. 

In plain words, the legacy of 1984 will succeed to the extent 
that emotions are kept alive. By the same token the new policies 
will succeed to the extent that emotions are diffused and issues are 
projected in terms of their contributing to public good or preserv- 
ing that status quo. The status quo cannot be preserved. This is 
the message of the last four years. But at the same time it cannot 
be changed unless the legacy of 1984 is overthrown. And that, in 
other words, means taking the emotion out of the political struggle 
that is shaping up. 

The elections, since 1971, have been landslide either in favour 
of one or another point of view. The next election, as and when 
it takeplaces, is likely to be different. No one might get a clear 
majority. And even if there is a majority it may be marginal. There- 
fore, chances of a coalition government at the Centre is eminent. 
This in turn would mean coalition may not be durable and we might 
have a whole series of them before anything like a stable govern- 
ment emerges. 


Those who have much are often greedy. 
Those who have little always share. 


— Anon 


National 
Integration: A 
Dilemma 

By Harcharan Singh Sobti 


T he question of national 
integration has been 
raised several times in 
the past. God knows, for 
how many times it will be raised in 
our life-time. I have reasons to rely 
when the sentiments of the poets 
(and not of politicians) and shall 
therefore, prefer to talk about theii 
response to the problem ot 
national integration, of course, 
occasionally supplementing my 
own and leaving rest of the things 
for the others. 

As I said, the question of 
national integration was raised a 
number of times. Once, it was 
posed before the partition. At that 
time, it was addressed to the entire 
Hindustani Qaum. And, the entire 
nation, excepting a few bodies like 
Rai Sahibs, Sardar Sahibs and 
Khan Sahibs, etc. as if responding 
to the clarion note of Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh, put on basanti 
chola (Saffron Robe). Whereas, 
these Fraders, I mean bodies, 
continued with their trade, as 
these had to woo the Trahgi and 
latter in return, were to bestow 
their blessings. These traders sold 
out their conscience and integrity 
in exchange for material induce- 
ments. The trangi alloted them 
Jagirs and honoured them with 
titles. There was a competition 
among themselves. Everyone was 
concerned about other, in the 
sense, lest other may not draw 
more benefits from the British 
Master. The traders, itching to 
make their future bright, put their 
fo'lowers at the head of affairs. 
And, you know the way the mag- 
nanimity of the problem — the prob- 
lem or national integration — was 
cut out forming Bharat and Paki- 
stan. The country was partitioned. 
When did we accept this partition! 
It was our poetess, our great poe- 
tess, Amrita Pritam, who in her 
poem AjAkhan Waris Shah A/udid 
not address any politician, rather 
invoked waris Shah the poet of 
Heer, a Punjabi classic, ordered 
by Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs, 
alike. But, why did she do that? 
Obviously, she got disuillusioned 
by the ethics of the politician. One 
poet invoked the other poet. 
Again, one poet reposed faith in 
another poet. The poets imbide 
human warmth; they stand to 
unite. I can say, both as a citizen 
and person, that it is only the pre- 
rogative of the Rulers, irrespective 
of any brand alien or otherwise, to 
divide the people. It suits them; it 
serves their interests. The politi- 


cian, today, is again in anguish. He 
is under stress and strain on 
account of reasons best known to 
him. The politician has raised a 
question of accountability of a 
poet. He asks the poet as to how 
many songs of national integration 
he has composed. He thinks, as 
if, the singing of a song is as easy 
as delivering a bhashan. For a 
pest to sing a song, he ought to be, 
using a biblical expression, one 
with heart, mind and soul. The 
poet is also in anguish. The 
anguish of a poet is of a different 
nature from that of the politician 
and it corresponds to their differ- 
ent quality of beings. 

The dire need, during the pre- 
partition days, was to build up a 
united front against the British rule. 
In order to meet this pressing 
need, the idea of existing Hindu- 
Muslim unity was mooted in the 
background of past heritage. His- 
tory was rewritten. Historians like 
Tara Chand, Yusuf Hussain and 
Humayun Kabir highlighted only 
those references from the writings 
dealing with medieval times, which 
were conducive in forging unity 
among Hindus and Muslims. 
These historians also talked about 
Baba Nanak, the great Punjabi 
poet of Punjab. He was hailed as 
a symbol of reconciliation between 
Hindus and Muslims. These histor- 
ians, I hope, must have studied his 
poetry. But, while studying poetry 
(or literature) with the aid of his- 
tory, one should never forget that 
history, too, has its own problems 
to solve. In the absence of intellec- 
tual history of Punjab, the students 
of Baba Nanak’s poetry, had to 
depend upon these historians for 
guidance and the result was mis- 
construction of his message. Do 
you think that the quality of the 
imagination of Baba Nanak was 
akin to that of politician of today or 
of yesterday? Certainly not. He 
was a poet of high order and con- 
temporary socio-economic order 
could hardly escape his notice. 
The politician can hardly afford 
that his conduct is put under the 
constant vigilance of the penetrat- 
ing insight of the poet of Baba 
Nanak’s stature. The politicians 
disguised as historians (or literary 
critics) prompted by their Master’s 
vested interests, have always pro- 
jected the distorted image of the 
poets who were critical about their 
malfunctioning. It suits them. They 
are absolutely right in their 
assessment, otherwise, a poet like 
Baba Nanak would certainly pro- 


vide critical insight to others, as 
well. Besides that the words like 
Hindu and Muslim hardly identify 
as to which Hindu? What kind of 
Hindu? Again, which Muslim? 
What kind of Muslim? More so, 
these words at the most refer to 
their religious affiliations or com- 
munities and do not identify the 
class, at all. Shaikh Farid, whose 
verses form an integral part of Adi 
Granth, the Holy Book of the 
Sikhs, was a Muslim. And, who 
can deny that Aurangzeb was not 
a Muslim. Kabir was a devotee of 
Rama, but, he was made of a dif- 
ferent clay than that of a brah- 
mana. The manner in which under 
the pretext of Hindu-Muslim unity, 
all of Hindustan were brought 
close to each other like a fist, by 
the politicians, was no . more a 
closed fist at the time of the Par- 
tition which resulted in rapes, loot- 
ing and plundering and butchering 
of the people on both the sides of 
the Indo-Pak border. There was no 
one other than Waris Shah, for 
Amrita Pritam, to invoke. See! how 
severe is the pain of bleeding 
heart of the poetess when she 
says: 

Way Dardamandan de dardiyal 
Uttha tak apna Punjab Aj pailey 
lashan riechiyan Fe lahu di bhag 
chanab Kis ne pan jam paniyanavit 
ditizehar rata Te onahan paniyan 
dharat nu dita pane la. 

For the progressive people, 
perhaps, it was the first shock and 
they learnt about the extent of 
depth of communalism rooted in 
the minds and hearts of Hindu- 
stanis. Greed, both for power and 
money, is the root cause of com- 
munalism. It was already there, 
ingrained in our psyche. The Brit- 
ish had, only to break and to make 
use of it which they did quite suc- 
cessfully. Let us keep in mind that 
the first shock is not necessarily 
the last one. It was only a 
beginning — a beginning of the 
sequence. 

The politicians who had mooted 
the idea of Hindu-Muslim unity, at 
last, paled into insignificance vis- 
a-vis our poetess, for the simple 
reason, that their true identity 
could not remain concealed, any 
more. 

Then, the country was divided. 
The geography of the nation was 
narrowed down. The nation for the 
honour of which my forefathers 
struggled and sacrificed included 
Rawalpindi, my native place. I was 
twelve years old at the time of the 
partition. I still remember, that as 
Continued on page / 
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Crusade Against 

Injustice • By G.S. Chadha 


T here is a popular proverb 
justice delayed is justice 
denied’. But as remarked 
by Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora in 
his write up captioned "Justice 
denied" (Times of India, 21 Octo- 
ber 1 988) the canard of govern- 
ment’s attitude, so far as the Sikh 
community is concerned, has 
been blatantly exposed. The his- 
tory of the last four years is full of 
dreadful events which are con- 
stantly dragging away Sikhs from 
the national manistream. Contra- 
rily, it is they who are being 
blamed for not joining the main- 
stream. Only God knows what 
they mean by such high sounding 
words like, secularism, communal- 
ism and mainstream. Again, who 
is communal and who is not is 
totally within the discretion of the 
people in power. What is provided 
in the Constitution so far as free- 
dom of expression is concerned 
seems to be nobody’s concern 

Our Constitution permits every cit- 
izen to profess, practice and pro- 
pagate any religion. For a pretty 
long time all the religious commun- 
ities were enjoying this funda- 
mental freedom. Why suddenly a 
sense of domination over minori- 
ties cropped up in the minds of the 
majority community. Staunch 
Hindu leaders like Balasahib 
Deoras came out with venomous 
slogans like "Hindu Rashtra". A 
feeling was spread among the 
majority community members that 
they were being "pilloried in their 
own country, though it is unbeliev- 
able that anybody can pillory a 
community which is 30% of the 
total population. Is it not a fact that 
such spiteful feelings are being 
spread to frighten the minorities? 

Terrorism, in my humble view, 
is a product of either interminable 
injustice of indiscriminate oppres- 
sion perpetrated on a particular 
section of society. In a democracy 
constitutional measures are pro- 
vided to press the government for 
the redressel of the grievances of 
complaints, but a moot point is 
how far and to what extent the 
concerned administration is pre- 
pared to yield. Many a time it has 
been noticed that without applying 
muscular force you cannot bend 
the authorities even for legitimate 
demands, though principles of 
democracy do not permit such an 
odious step i.e. violent measures. 
It is no denying a fact that during 
the pre-partition era of British 
regime, all the movements of 
Akalis were non-violent. Even they 
had strictly followed this principle 
of non-violence in their morchas- 
for asserting their claim for the lin- 
guistic state. For pretty long time 
the 'Dharam Yudh' morcha was 
also followed on non-violent basis. 
How and why it has taken a 
sudden and surprising turn 
through Bhindranwale and his 
tribe is shrouded in mystry. This is 


in brief the description of the battle 
of "Crusade against injustice’ 
during the last few years in 
Punjab. Let us examine, how nor- 
malcy can be restored in Punjab? 

It is quite obvious that instead ot 
removing the troublesome irritants 
of the Sikh, the policy of the gov- 
ernment has been to divide the 
community into different factions 
and keep the meaningful leaders 
in detention under NSA, Out- 
wardly, it is being claimed from 
house-tops that after Longowal 
there is no Sikh leader to be talked 
to. How far ridiclous is this claim 
is known to everybody. The latest 
verion of Mr. S.S.Ray is that Akali 
leaders would not be released in 
the near future, as their presence 
has been infuriating the Sikh 
masses. Are the authorities so 
sure that by keeping in jail lead- 
ers like Mr Badal and Mr Tohra the 
government would be able to con- 
tain the growing bitterness among 
the Sikh and anti-social activities 
of the outlaws? If they think so, 
they are sadly mistaken. 

Draconian Laws 

I t has been further noticed that 
instead of assuaging the sev- 
erely hurt feelings of the Sikh, 
more and more stringent lawa are 
being passed. In this way it is not 
the terrorists but the Sikhs who are 
being isolated. With the advent of 
harsh laws the minorities would be 
the worst sufferers. In all fairness, 
before moving the Bill concerning 
misuse of religious places, the 
authorities should have discussed 
the implications of the Bill with the 
concerned leaders of the minority 
communities. But that did not 
happen. Unfortunately, there is a 
brute mejority of the ruling party in 
the Parliament and whatever Bill 
is proposed it has been passed, 
except the Defamation Bill, which 
has to be withdrawn by the gov- 
ernment due to a very strong and 
united opposition from the medi- 
amen. Now, the latest strategy of 
the government is to ban the 
communal and scessionist organ- 
isations, they won’t be allowed to 
participate in elections. Somehow, 
the monorities will have to bear the 
brunt, because they are branded 
as communal. No doubt, there 
should be no place for scession- 
ists in the country, but the position 
of communal parties like Akali 
party, Muslim League and R.S.S., 
etc, is quite different. Believe it or 
not, the Akali party is an organi- 
zation representing a sizable 
chunk of minority opinion. If this 
organization is ignored through 
such a dubious sort of legislation, 
there would be no the solution to 
Punjab problem. Punjab needs a 
political solution very badly. How 
sad it is that inspite of many 
announcements made directly or 
through Mr S.S. Ray for early solu- 
tion of the problem, no positive 
outcome has appeared on surface 
so far. A general belief is that the 


ruling party is interested in keep- 
ing the pot boiling till the next Gen- 
eral Elections. The meaningful 
Sikh leaders have often 
demanded that full justice should 
be done with the Sikhs. Inspite of 
repeated pressure from highly 
intellectual class and civil liberties 
organizations for maintaining 
human rights, no action has been 
taken against the culprits of anti- 
Sikh riots of November 1984, 
wherein not less than 4000 Sikh 
were massacred for no fault. The 
Sikhs have, therefore, launched a 
peaceful crusade against this 
injustice. Let the government creat 
an atmosphere of confidence 
instead of heaping upon them 
more and more draconian laws. 

Election Campaign 
Launched 

Continued from page i 
activities and State affairs are pro- 
jected as party affairs. Negative 
aspects of opposition politics are 
over-played and positive aspects 
are just ignored. 

Signals are clear. The election 
campaign has been launched and 
launched in a dangerous and 
naked way. The aim is just to get 
power what ever cost nation or 
people have to pay for that. Now 
it is for the people to react and 
prove that they can understand the 
game. 


An Important Move 

By Lt. Col. Manohar Singh (Retd) 


J athedar Jasbir Singh 
Rode, former Jathedar of 
Akal Takht after entering 
Darbar Sahib on October 
10, 1988, declared that he would 
seek the opinion of the ‘Sangat’ 
about the "political goal of the 
Sikhs," whether it was 'Khalistan' 
or the Anandpur Sahib resolution. 
Jathedar Sahib should 
have appreciated the 
overall prevailing 

political situation in the 
country and in the 
neighbouring ones before deciding 
to seek Sikh 'Sangats', opinion on 
the most touchy point to which the 
entire Indian population is allergic. 
Since the enemy of Khalsa Panth 
started circulating this point that 
the Sikh community was deter- 
mined to divide the country to 
create Khalistan, the whole coun- 
try had developed distrust and 
hatred for the Sikh community. It 
is a fact that Sikh community as 
such have never thought of creat- 
ing Khalistan, but here projected 
its demands through the Anand- 


pur Sahib Resolution, which is 
under the consideration of the 
Government. Where was then the 
need for raising the point of Khal- 
istan. Jathedar Sahib would be 
fully justified to obtain opinion 
about the implementation of the 
Anandpur Sahib Resolution, the 
Punjab Accord, actions against the 
guilty of the massacre of Nov- 
ember 1984, release of Jodhpur 
detenues and monetary compen- 
sation, rehabilitation of November 
1984 widows and orphans, and 
ending of terrorism and stopping 
killings of Sikh youths in fake 
police encounters, etc. It would be 
doing great disservice not only to 
the Sikh community but to the 
whole country by discussing any- 
thing about Khalistan, as this is 
bound to be exploited by the anti- 
Sikh elements and opportunists as 
and when required to serve their 
purposes. In fact people are 
already suspecting the govern- 
ment’s hand in the move of Jath- 
edar Sahib in the Darbar Sahib, 

Continued on page 1 1 
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W e are faced with a 
very serious problem 
of communal conflict 
in our contemporary 
society. It would be very difficult to 
achieve the objective of modern 
nation-building if this conflict keeps 
on surfacing. It is, therefore, highly 
necessary to harness all our 
resources, spiritual as well as 
material, to bring about unity and 
integrity. As for spiritual resources, 
we must look up to our past her- 
itage, especially to those who 
belonged to the Sufi or Bhakti 
movements. These movements 
were based on true religiosity, not 
on sectarianism; on humanism, 
not on religious denominations. 
This article is to throw some light 
on the role of the Sufis in bridging 
the gap between the two great 
religions of India i.e. Hinduism and 
« Islam. This would certainly help to 
remove many mutual misunder- 
standings. 

1 

There are a few things which 
must be properly understood in 
this connection right at the outset. 
Firstly, it is not true that Islam 
spread only with the help of sword 
and that the Muslim rulers'primary 
interest was to preach Islam by 
force or by persuation. Far from it, 
the Muslim rulers were primarily 
interested in ruling and governing 
India by whatever means possible, 
to be. Firstly, we must bear in mind 
that the successful rulers are, 


more often than not, more prag- 
matic than ideological zealots. 
Ideological zeal may at times help 
capturing power but hardly in 
retaining it. Allauddin Khilgi 
adopted similar stance when Qazi 
Mughis advised him to rule 
according to the shariah. He 
bluntly told him, ‘I do not know 
what is and what is not according 
to the shariah ; what I do know is 
that I must govern in the interest 
of the state’. 

t 

Secondly, it is simply not true 
that it is easier to govern if those 
governed happen to be the fellow- 
religionists. It is empirically very 
well born out that a religiously 
cohesive society is not necessar- 
ily a conflict-free society. Far from ' 
it. The causes of conflict are not 
religious in nature, they are mater- 
ial in nature: either maldistribution 
of material resources of the soci- 
ety or struggle for power. Both 
could be either intra or inter- 
religious in nature. Europe was 
religiously quite cohesive through- 
out the Middle-Ages yet saw more 
socio-political conflict than India 
during the same period. One, 
therefore, should not make a hasty 
assumption that the Muslim rulers 
could have smoothened out polit- 
ical conflict by adopting a pro- 
gramme of a mass conversion to 
Islam. 

O ne cannot understand histor- 
ical forces objectively and 
scientifically if one limits dynamics 
of history to religion only. One has 


By 

Asghar Ali Engineer 

such aninterpretation until 
today. The communal interpreta- 
tion of history revolves around the 
concept of tyranny of one ruling 
community against another ruled 
community, and also around a 
number of places of worship 
belonging to the ruled community 
smashed. Intra-religious conflicts 
are totally neglected and Hindus 
as well as Muslims are assumed 
to be socially perfect cohesive 
communities without any internal 
conflict. They kept ori expressing 
their religious solidarity against 
each other. Such assumptions, 
needless to say, are highly over- 
simplified and must be rejected 
forthwith. 

II 

Another fallacious assumption 
has been on both the sides of the 
religious divide that Islam and 
Hinduism are incompatible with 
each other. Hence no integration 
has ever been possible between 
them and they have always been 
mutually embroiled in conflict. 
There are some detectable falla- 
cies in these apparently "neat“as- 
sumptions. Firstly, it is assumed 
that any theological incompatibility 
would inevitably result in social 
incompatibility In other words, if 
there are theological differences 
social differences are bound to 


other level. Thus at higher philo- 
sophical level the concept of 
advaita and tawheed (unity of 
God) seem to reconcile. Also, 
often the religious and theological 
language tends to be symbolical 
rather than excursive and we 
make of these symbols what we 
wish to make of or what is in keep- 
ing with out extra-theological inter- 
ests. 

M any Sufis held Brahma to be 
Adam and took the Vedas as 
the divinely inspired books. 
Learned theologians like Allama 
Mashriqi and Khwaja Hasan 
Nizami (a Sufi and the sajjada 
nashin of the shrine of Hazrat Niz- 
amuddin Awliya) accepted some 
gods of Hindu pantheon like Rama 
and Krishna as the prophets of 
God and among the 1 ,24,000 pro- 


they do emphasise their own 
intensely felt religious way of living 
and practicing. For them while 
shariah differentiates, tariqah inte- 
grates. It was under this Sufi influ- 
ence that Maulana Azad 
emphasised the difference 
between din and shariat and thus 
gave a very useful outlook for a 
multi-religious society like that of 
India. 

Thus seen from our angle 
neither the theory of the spread of 
Islam at the point of sword nor that 
of incompatibility of Islam and Hin- 
duism are tenable and empirically 
maintainable. While the religious 
elite have always emphasised 
theological differences, the Sufis 
'and saints have brought masses 
from both the religions closer 
together. Here in this paper we 
would deal little more in detail the 



One cannot understand historical forces 
objectively and scientifically if one limits 
dynamics of history to religion only. One has 
to understand the dynamics of social conflict 
and the causes of this conflict — often 
material in nature— to properly understand 
the nature of conflict in history. Unfortunately, 
with some valuable exceptions, our whole focus 
in medieval Indian history has been religion. 
The earlier we get rid of this obsession the 
.better it is for us and our nation. 


Sufism And Communal Harmony 


Q 


Those who believe in the theory that Muslim 
rulers were primarily interested in spreading 


Islam either oversimplify things or, are victims 
Of certain prejudices. Those who judge 
things by subjective sectarian prejudices, there 
is nothing to argue with them. They have already 
adopted a point of view which they uphold 
dosing their eyes to all other realities. 
However, one can certainly persuasively 
aruge with those who are only 
oversimplifying without being strongly prejudiced. 


Those who believe in the theory 
that Muslim rulers were primarily 
interested in spreading Islam 
either oversimplify things or, are 
victims of certain prejudices. 
Those who judge things by subjec- 
tive sectarian prejudices, there is 
nothing to argue with them. They 
have already adopted a paint of 
view which they uphold closing 
their eyes to all other realities. 
However, one can certainly per- 
suasively aruge with those who 
are only oversimplifying without 
being strongly prejudiced. 

We would like to impress upon 
those who tend to oversimplify that 
the reality is often much more 
complex than what we assume it 


to understand the dynamics of 
social conflict and the causes of 
this conflict — often material in 
nature — to properly understand 
the nature of conflict in history. 
Unfortunately, with some valuable 
exceptions, our whole focus in 
medieval Indian history has been 
religion. The earlier we get rid of 
this obsession the better it is for us 
and our nation. 

Unfortunately, the communal 
interpretation of history has been 
made very popular in India. What 
is more unfortunate Is that it is not 
only Britishers who did it to divide 
us so that they may continue to 
rule but we ourselves have 
remained as much obsessed with 


arise. This is not only empirically 
not borne out but even the Sufis 
proved this assumption wrong by 
bringing about various religious 
communities together in their 
takias and dargahs (shrines) 

Secondly, there has been as 
much intra-religious doctrinal 
incompatibilities as inter — religious 
one. In both the religions inter- 
religious sectarian rigidities have 
often resulted in a great deal of 
religious conflicts. However, it is 
also important to note that the 
masses, by and large, remain 
unaffected by these controversies. 
It is only religious elite who fan 
them to serve their extra-religious 
interests. Had these interests 
been of religious or doctrinal 
nature, Sufis-intensely religious 
people — would not have suc- 
ceeded in reconciling them when 
the ‘Ulama failed to do so,’ Ulama 
assumed much more rigid doctri-' 
nal postures as they were more 
interested in having political say 
than the Sufis who always 
remained alienated from the 
power structures. 

Thus we see that religious com- 
patibility or incompatibility is not on 
purely theological merit it is rather 
motivated by considerations other 
than theological. Again religious 
compatibility cannot be decided at 
any one theological level. What 
appears to be incompatible at one 
level may get reconciled at some 


phets supposed to have been sent 
by allaha. A Sufi poet of our time 
Maulana Hasrat Mohani held Lord 
Krishna in great esteem and used 
to visit Mathura every year on the 
occasion of Janmashtami. In fact 
all the Firangi Mahli ’Ulama of 
Lucknow held Lord Krishna in 
great esteem. Thus it would be 
rather oversimplification to talk of 
incompatibility of Islam and Hin- 
dusm at any one level only. Mau- 
lana Abdul Kalam Azad, a son of 
a practising Bengali Sufi brings to 
bear very catholic outlook and 
maintains that one must distin- 
guish between din and shariah 
and says that while din (essence 
of religion) is one everywhere the 
shariahs rituals, outward practices, 
personal laws and similar mother 
matters differ. Thus in Maulana 
Azad’s view, too, while Islam and 
Hindusm are incompatible at one 
level (i.e. Shariah's level), they are 
quite compatible at another level 
(i.e. din’s level). 

There is no doubt that Maulana 
Azad though, he was not a prac- 
ticing Sufi his out look was deeply 
influenced by his Sufi heritage. 
The Sufis, it is important to note, 
distinguish between Shariah and 
tariqah (i.e. a religious way, 
method or procedure). The tariqah 
essentially means a way of life of 
a Sufi without outward religious 
encumberances. While most of the 
Sufis do not disregard shariah, 


endeavours of the Sufis and saints 
and their outlook about the multi 
-religious society of their own day 
and the way they dealt with reli- 
gious tensions in their society. 

Ill 

It is difficult to surmise on the 
beginning of the mystic trend in 
Islam. The Surfis trace it from the 
Prophet himself and find its justi- 
fication in the Quranic verses. 
There are number of verses in the 
Quran called mutasbsabihat 
(those unsure of meaning) which 
can be interpreted in various ways 
and some Quranic verses are 
highly symbolic. Some of the 
verses which the mystics interpret 
in their own way are as under:- 

"Allah is. the light of the heav- 
ens and the earth. A likeness of 
His light is as a niche in which is 
a lamp - the lamp is in a glass, the 
glasses it were a brightly shining 
star - lit from a blessed olive tree, 
neither eastern nor western, the oil 
where of gives light though fire 
touch it not-light upon light. Allah 
guides to his light whom He plea- 
ses. And Allah sets forth parables 
for men, and Allah is knower of all 
things "(The Quran, 24:35). "By the 
star when it sets. Your companion 
errs not, nor does be deviate. Ncr 

fo be concluded 
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Right Time 
To Make Peace 
With China 



Give Life To This Man 
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N ow that the Prime Minis 
ter has decided to go to 
China, perhaps before 
the year is out, it is time 
to take a look at what such a visit 
can and cannot achieve. The 
somewhat facetious statement put 
out by M L Sondhi, among others, 
suggesting that he should not go 
should be dismissed out of hand. 

It is right that Rajiv Gandhi 
should go to China. The symbol- 
ism of the visit, rather than any 
specific results it might achieve, 
will be the most important gain. 
First, it will signify Indian serious- 
ness in achieving an ultimate res- 
olution of the border problem. 
Second, the political thrust Rajiv 
and the Chinese leaders can give 
to a basis — a set of principles, for 
instance — for setting the most 
contentious issue between the two 
countries would be a valuable con- 
tribution. 

But beyond these aspects, a 
Prime Ministerial visit will help 
India assess at first hand the think- 
ing of the Chinese leadership on 
the time frame for a border settle- 
ment. In other words, how do the 
Chinese place their relations with 
India in their order of priorities? 
There is no substitute for a top- 
level meeting to find out the 
answer to a question which will 
decide the shape of things in a 
crucial area of Indian foreign 
policy. The proverbially inscrutable 
Chinese are not inscrutable when 
they want to make their point. 

The border question will inevit- 
ably overshadow every other 
aspect of the visit, implicitly, more 
than overtly. Each action of the 
Chinese and every word they say 
will have a bearing on it, despite 
the inevitable Indian efforts to play 
down the issue, to dampen hopes 
of a seettlement at home. A border 
settlement in any definitive sense 
is not on the cards during the 
Prime Minister's visit. 

Important For India 

E ven in relation to other areas, 
such as trade, joint ventures 
and cultural exchanges, Chinese 
priorities will make themselves 
evident. For all the brave talk in 
recent months and years, Sino- 
Indian trade is at a ridiculous level 
and there is so far no serious plan 
for a meaningful joint venture. 
During a visit to China nearly 10 
years ago, I had broached the sub- 
ject of China utilizing Indian exper- 
tise in hotel management to 
officials, to be met with mere polite 
interest. 


There has been no interchange 
of the two countries’ masterpieces 
in art. Nor have the Chinese sent 
top-notch performers to regale 
Indian audiences. Since cultural 
exchanges have now acquired the 
format of festivals, one evidence 
of better relations would be the 
holding of such festivals. It would, 
in any event, be a concrete manif- 
estation of a desire of the two 
countries to move forward. 

Nobody expects Sino-lndian 
relations to return to the old bhai- 
bhai phase, nor would it be advis- 
able. Such phases are particularly 
dangerous for India because we 
are essentially a sentimental 
people and tend to get carried 
away by our emotions. But there 
are a variety of reasons why better 
relations with China, leading to a 
border settlement, are important 
for India. 

China forms part of a pentagon 
which will, to a great extent, decide 
the future shape of Asia. Its other 
points are Moscow, Tokyo, Wash- 
ington and New Delhi. Sino-Soviet 
relations are evolving and there is 
little doubt they will improve in the 
future to a considerable extent. But 
they will not return to the old phase 
of the alliance that once existed. 
Japan as the economic super- 
power will play an increasingly 
important role in Asia by virtue of 
its economic clout and the larger 
diplomatic role this will necessar- 
ily entail. 

The United States has a con- 
vergence of some strategic inter- 
ests with China, and Beijing needs 
the US, both in the military field, 
particularly in the transfer of tech- 
nology, and in the trade arena as 
a vast market for Chinese goods. 
This convergence is likely to last 
until Beijing decides to strike too 
independent a course, at Ameri- 
can expense. 

Special Ties 

I ndia, on the other hand, has a 
special relationship with the 
Soviet Union and has had a broad 
convergence of strategic interests 
with Moscow, except for the Soviet 
military intervention in Afghani- 
stan, now in the process of being 
would up. But an important factor 
in this relationship has been the 
great falling out between China 
and the Soviet Union, starting in 
the late Fifties. Sino-Soviet rap- 
proachement will have an inevit- 
able effect on the Moscow-New 
Delhi relationship. This would not 
mean the Soviets abandoning 
India, but a readjustment of focus 
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on the part of policy-makers in 
Moscow. 

India has been seeking to 
improve relations with the United 
States in an effort to balance to an 
extent its tilt to Moscow. But there 
are distinct limits to this exercise, 
in view of the divergent strategic 
interests of the two countries, 
symbolised by the heavy arming of 
Pakistan. Beyond the question of 
Pakistan rests the Indian belief 
that Washington loaths to coexist 
with an independent regional 
power. 

New Delhi has made a mere 
beginning in establishing a rapport 
with Japan, particularly in the eco- 
nomic field. There are signs of 
Japanese interest, but Tokyo 
remains far from convinced that a 
spectacular economic relationship 
can be built with a country emo- 
tionally attached to Fabian Social- 
ism with a bureaucracy whose job 
‘is to set up hurdles. 

It stands to reason therefore that 
India should make a determined 
effort to reduce tension with China. 
For one thing, the sooner agreed 
lines are drawn along the border, 
the better it will be for the two 
countries; a disputed border is a 
constant source of friction holding 
the potential for trouble. Besides, 
better relations with China would 
give India the diplomatic flexibility 
it needs in the pentagon in a fast- 
changing world. 

Right Time 

W e must understand, how- 
ever, that if we succeed in 
improving relations with China, the 
underlying rivalry between the two 
countries in Asia will not disap- 
pear. China is all set to join the big 
league. It is, of course, a perman- 
ent member of the Security Coun- 
cil, but it is also a full-fledged 
nuclear weapon power with its 
own delivery systems and satellite 
launching rockets. 

India is not a nuclear weapon 
power. Its satellite launching 
capacity is planned for the Nine- 
ties. But India still remains uncom- 
fortably large for China’s liking and 
has promising potential. Besides, 
New Delhi seeks to carve out as 
autonomous a role as it can in a 
predatory world. 

However, these factors should 
not militate against better Sino- 
lndian relations. What is more rel- 
evant today is that the Chinese are 
bending most of their energies to 
economic and technological 
development at a time of growing 
superpower rapprochement. The 
time to strive for peace is now. 

Courtesy: MID-DAY 


and sentence him to death to 
show the world that it has 'Scot- 
land Yard’ in India? Thus, if you 
cannot find the culprit, get some- 
one into custody and charge him 
and give him death? It would have 
been far better to arrest a physi- 
cally ailing person and award him 
‘Mercy Killing’. 

Rajinder Singh Is Hounded 

E ven Kehar Singh's son Raj- 
inder Singh has not been 
spared. Since his first arrest on 
November 10, 1984, he has been 
ruthlessly chased by the authori- 
ties. Rajinder was working as a PA 
in the ministry of Law and Justice. 
When Rajinder requested for 
some days’leave to follow his fath- 
er’s case, he was given a negative 
reply. The department has even 
transfered him to Bombay. When 
Rajinder represented against it, 
the department rejected it coolly. 
Once he has succeeded to stay 
behind in Delhi, the black cloud 


has put him in darkness again. On 
May 2, 1985, Rajinder was taken 
to the police headquarters under 
NSA. Poor Rajinder was accused 
of being a terrorist, follower of 
Bhindranwale, pro-Khalistani and 
such other nonsensical acts. After 
spending a full year between the 
dark walls of Tihar Jail, he came 
out on May 1 , 1 986, to receive his 
termination letter on the next day. 
There is no one in the judiciary or 
in the Central Administrative Tribu- 
nal to energise his pending petition 
The story does not end here. As 
he was dismissed from service, he 


had to vacate his quarter. He took 
up a home on rent in the suberbs 
of the capital but the frequent 
police visits agitated his tenents’ 
mind and Rajinder was once again 
asked to relinguish his residence. 

A thrown away Rajinder and his 
family were given refuge at a 
gurdwara in South Delhi. Before it 
is too late, the manager of the 
gurdwara has been pressurised by 
the police to eject them. Now the 
coming winter will be very hard for 
him as he and his family are stay- 
ing on the verandah of the gurd- 
wara. Rajinder's story will continue 
to make news in the future. 

Civilization Vs Hanging 

A nile 72 of the Constitution of 
India empowers the President 
of India, on the advice of the 
Council of Ministers, to grant 
pardon from judicial punishment. 
Only a very few number of death 
sentences have been done in 


India since Independence, that, 
too, have been for multiple murd- 
ers. The charge on Kehar Singh 
only 'conspiracy to murder’ antr* 
that, too, without adequate evi- 
dence. Conspiracy is definitely dif- 
ferent from actual murder. The 
relentless debate whether capital 
punishment should exist in a civ- 
ilized society or not should also be 
pondered over by the President 
before taking a final decision. In a 
civilized society, there is no scope 
for a state acting from revenge, 
humanitarianism should be the 
talk of the day. 






1111 : 
From the House of 


SIMCO HAIR FIXER 


A thrown away 
l Rajinder and 
Itts family are 
how living 
on the verandah of 
• a gurdwara 



6 


5-19 November 1988 




MEDIA WATCH 


F(sM 3 am 


Prose, Press, People 


By Baiju 


■ ■ ■ o, dear Rushdie, 

* * IV I we do not wish 
9 to build a re- 
I W pressive India. 
On the contrary we are trying our 
best to build a liberal India where 
we can all breathe freely. But in 
order to build such an India, we 
have to preserve the India that 
exists. That may not be a pretty 
India. But this is the only India we 
possess", this is how The Times 
•of India answered Mr Salman 
Rushdie. \Ae, Indians, as it is 
widely known, are not that much 
educated. We are yet to think 
above our religion, caste, creed or 
colour. We are still experiencing 
Bangalore type riots. No, Rushdie, 
no. We are not at all civilized to 
read your Satanic Verses . Only a 
handful of persons in our country 
must have read the book, still it 
has made so much noise. The 
news about the Verses have 
occupied even one-third of some 
of our national dailies. We have 
ignored all our serious national 
problems and went after the book. 
It was a time when several parts 
of the country were under unprec- 
edented floods. It was a time when 
terrorists were killing scores of 
people everyday. It was a time 
when Indian troops were getting 
into trouble in a small neighbour- 
ing island country. Above all, it 
was a time when national oppo- 
sition parties were being united. 
The press had only little to say 
about all these. It was only the 
book which caught their attention. 
What is there in that book? Why 
did our press give that much 
importance to this particular book? 
Does this book contain something 
more than Koestler’s Lotus and 
Robot, V.S. Naipaul’s India: A 
Wounded CivilizationAubrey 
Menon’s Raman Rerold, Ved 
Mehta’s Mahatma Gandhi and his 
Apostles, etc? 

T he book has even reminded 
the Oraaniser (23 Oct 1 988) of 
the story of Raj Pal, the publisher 
of Rangila Rasul, in 1929 in 
Lahore. "The Islamic zealots here 
consider themselves the inheritors 
of Aurangzeb's mission, creators 
of Mulk-e-Khudadad (God-given) 
state of Pakistan and even dream 
day and night of converting the 
whole of India into Darul-lslam", a 
book really made the Organiser 
think a lot! 

But the Radience takes a differ- 
ent point of view: "As the ban was 
imposed, there was an explosion 
in the West equally echoed in the 
East. An anti-lslamic tirade was let 
loose. The novel was praised. 
Some Western writers and even 
associations urged the Govern- 
ment of India to lift the ban. 

"The Indian national press, 
except a few, played a role that 
only protrays their anti-lslamic, 
undemocratic and elitist character. 
Some of them openly lampooned 


against Muslims and Islam. A few 
among them beat about the bush. 
Extoling the novel’s derogatory 
approach as a sublime creation, 
some of them apologised as if on 
behalf of the government for the 
ban which was imposed, as they 
take it, to maintain the law and 
order in the country. The anger 
and desire of anti-lslamic forces 
are exposed too clearly when, 
quite out of desperation, Salman 
Rushdie stooging for his masters 
wrote an open letter to the Indian 
Prime Minister only in the East that 
to him Muslims, Indians and the 
persons in the government are 
goons' 

"Whatever the compulsions may 
be, it is difficult to accept the idea 
of a book being banned. Least of 
all, a book of fiction - which, by def- 
inition, means it is open to a vari- 
ety of possible interpretations. 
None of which are necessarily 
what the author had in mind", 
defines The lllustreated Weekly 
(23-29 Oct 1 988). The definition is 
alright. But in a letter to The Indian 
Post, J.P. Dixit, Nissim Ezekiel, 
Jean Kalgutkar, Vrinda Nabar, 
Vaskar Nandy, V. Raman and 
Ashim Roy — all writers or poets — 
refer to Mr Rushdie's statement 
that he knows the best of Islam 
and that was why he had talked 
about it and observe: "How does 
he (Rushdie) 'talk' about this reli- 
gion? Its founder is named 
Mahound. Rushdie has not 
invented this name. This was the 
name given to the Prophet 
Mahomed by his European detrac- 
tors as a term of abuse (‘Ma’ from 
’Mahomed’ added to ’hound’) and 
used frequently in various Euro- 
pean eschatologies as a creature 
belonging to the lowest depths of 
Hell, as the Devil himself. 

"How has Rushdie treated the 
other pillars of Islamic faith? 
Ayesha, the youngest wife of the 
Prophet and the one who is 
regarded as on? of the highest 
authorities of the Traditions is 
shown as 'clad only in butterflies, 
leading an entire village, lemming- 
like into the Arabian Sea’. The 
Ka’aba, regarded by the Muslims 
as the only consecrated spot on 
earth, is treated no better. Dis- 
guised as the 'Tent of Black Stone 
called Ten Curtains', it has twelve 
prostitutes with names of the 
twelve wives of Mahound to 
add'the tempting spices of profan- 
ity’. These ‘tempting spices’ were 
apparently necessary to increase 
the number of pilgrims. Then what 
else remains of the basic core of 
the Islamic faith? The Prophet is 
the Devil, the law-givers are 
sexual perverts, and the Ka’aba 
and the Haj examples of deprav- 
ity and greed. The Koran is, of 
course, only a collection of Satanic 
verses. 

"We, the undersigned, are all 
non-Muslims. We are, therefore, 
obviously not subscribers to the 
Islamic faith. We believe that any 
critique of the faith has to be 



restrained, reasoned and full of the 
spirit of respecting diverse cultures 
and faiths. India’s unity and har- 
mony demands it. It is for such 
harmony and unity that we 
demand that the ban on this book 
be not lifted." 

Salman Rushdie was obviously 
lying. His claim of creating the "fic- 
tional character based on the role 
model of a prophet, any prophet" 
is fictional. "Others, like Syed Sha- 
habuddin on one hand and Nissim 
Ezekiel on the other, are con- 
vinced that Mahound is a take-off 
on Mohammed and have pointed 
out several other literary coincid- 
ences in the book, too many to 
ingnore the possibility that Rush- 
die is now trying to lie his way out 
of an embarrassing situation. It is 
possible", opines the Weekly. 

But these explanations never 
stopped The Statesman (13 Oct) 
from observing that "it is not Rush- 
dies but our rable-rousing politi- 
cians (who boast of not knowing 
the allusions nor the context in 
which they were said) who take on 
the mischievous role of deliber- 
ately publicising rumour. The 
Satanic Verses by no stretch of the 
imagination can be called anti- 
lslamic. Largely autobiographical 
one suspects, it explores the 
byways of the mind of a creative 
uninhibited writer, whose imagery 
happens to be largely Islamic, 
against a British backdrop. 

"The mix of these incompatibles 
has produced an explosive book 
both from the literary angle and the 
communal fallout in orthodox 
Muslim settings. As Rushdie is a 
difficult writer to read, there seems 
little danger of a wide audience for 
his book outside the iitterati. The 
the fanatical Muslim frozen in the 
mould of the past Rushdie must 
seem a haram zada. To the ordi- 
nary citizen Rushdie's book has 
been the occasion for exposing 
the prurient nature of our politi- 
cians, deliberately stirring commu- 
nal passions." 

The Tribune (Oct 8) laments: 
"Oscar Wilde once said that 'there 
are no moral or immoral books. 
Books are either well-written or 
badly-written’. The Government of 
India does not think so. In its (ill) 
considered view, books may be 
good and of great literary value, 
but if Syed Shahabuddin does not 
like them, they are fit to be pro- 


scribed.. ..In fact this country 
seems to be breeding people with 
sentiments ready to be hurt ai 
short notice". And The Telegraph 
(Oct 9) seems to support this view: 
"An occasional faux pas is a 
human shortcoming. If govern- 
ments indulge in them, the 
damage may be serious, but even 
then the public might forgive such 
a lapse provided it is convinced 
that this was an accidental human 
error. But when a government 
persists in it, then it becomes a 
matter of utmost concern" and its 
comment goes to the extent of 
saying, "conventions do not seem 
to bother our Prime Minister and 
his close circle. After all, conven- 
tions, are old fashioned. Even 
democracy with its heavy inven- 
tory of conventions is rather old 
fashioned. Isn’t it?" No, it is not. 
The Indian Post (Oct 7) cites, "A 
government which normally takes 
years to respond to popular 
demands has banned a literary 
work within ten day of the demand 
being made.. ..the government 
may have had no option but to ban 


the book, ft cannot go on being 
blackmailed by self-appointed 
guardians of religions*. 

In a telephonic interview with the 
India Today (Oct 31, 1988), Mr 
Rushdie answered a question on 
the ban: "I’ve written an open letter 
to Rajiv telling him it's sad the 
ministery of Finance decides what 
books are to be read. If he makes 
a reversal, I would be the first to 
applaud him. If he doesn't, it's 
clear this is in line with other kinds 
of repression taking place". Obvi- 
ously the Prime Minister did not 
answer. But an’ eminent Islamic 
scholar and well-known con- 
gressman did answer in a reply 
letter to Mr Rushdie: "You have 
made fun of the fact that the order 
was issued by the Finance Minis- 
try. Well, your information is half- 
backed. It was reported in the 
press that the decision was taken 
by the entire Cabinet; but as the 
ban is to be executed by the Cus- 
toms, which falls under the 
Finance Ministry, no other Minis- 
try could have issued it. 


National Integration 

Continued from page 3 


a student, I used to contribute from 
my Kharehi (pocket money) to the 
fighting fund, secretly collected, for 
the purpose of intensifying strug- 
gle for freedom of our country. But, 
when the tricolour, our national 
flag, was hoisted at the platform of 
Red Fort, my native place, Raw- 
alpindi, could not enjoin the festiv- 
ity marking the independence of 
Bharat. The politicians are very 
likely to change their notion of 
nation. Now, should the poet also, 
taking a command from the poli- 
ticians, cut out a concept of nation, 
now and then. I am not a poet; I 
only interpret poetry. Better, if the 
poet in return asks a direct ques- 
tion from the politicians, today as 
to what is after all the concept of 
their nation? 

The country was partitioned. 
Alright, let us say, we got our 
country independent from the yoke 
of the British empire. Those who 
were not killed came to Bharat. 
(Now, India was given a new 
name). These people were, as if, 
designated as refugees, and thus 
humiliated. I have tasted this kind 
of humiliation, personally. We tol- 
erated all that. We also aban- 
doned the old, (once very dear to 
us), concept of Indian Nation. We 
owned the new concept of nation, 
knowingly, that it did not include 
Rawalpindi, my native place, and 
fought for its survival at the time of 
external aggressions. After, only, 
a short interval of time, there was 
again a storm. Our children repea- 
tedly ask this question that why 
these storms are destined for us, 
alone? Can we hope for the shade 
of tree? Our children put such 
questions to us. To whom should 
we ask these questions! 

It is a prerogative of poet to ima- 
gine Punjab following the precepfs 
of Gurus. Gurus were also poets. 
Only a poet can feel the pul^e of 
another poet. The politicians, even 
after dividing Punjab, not once but 
twice, did not change its home, so 


that the people continue to be 
under illusion. This poet, when 
suggested statue of Sohni as a 
national emblem of Punjab, was 
hardly doing anything else but, 
identifying the symbol of cultural 
unity of Punjab. He was doing a 
job of archaeologist interested in 
exploring the rich heritage of 
Punjab. The poet can conceive the 
concept of nation, only, through 
the search and preservation of his 
cultural heritage. The sum total 
consists of units. Every cultural 
unit needs loving care for its 
growth.jYou cannot expect a poet 
to sing a song glorifying nation, 
failing in providing a respectable 
place to his cultural identity. One 
thing is abundantly clear that you 
cannot generate national con- 
ciousness just to meet your polit- 
ical ends. At the same time, much 
depends upon the cultural heritage 
for the growth of one’s personal- 
ity It is high time to recognise the 
importance of each and every cul- 
tural unit, developed or underde- 
veloped. The various centres of 
culture dedicated to nation can do 
the needful if and when entrusted 
to the persons of integrity. The 
poet can also contribute to the 
well-being of these centres. This 
is possible only, when the poet's 
own heart and mind is free from 
the prejudices against others’ cul- 
ture. 

Plato was wrong in sacking the 
poets from his Republic that 
resulted in the unfulfillment of his 
dream of Republic. You also show 
a due respect to the poets. Do not 
ask that how many songs of 
national integration have they 
composed? If you really want to 
ask, ask as to what should be the 
concept our nation? In case, we 
have assembled here to deliber- 
ate upon this issue, it is an historic 
event. But, do not forget the poets. 
The songs composed by the poets 
alone are adopted as national 
anthem. 
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F our years after everyone 
accepts that in the first 
week of November 1984 
the entire Sikh commun- 
ity not only in the capital but in the 
country as a whole and all over the 
world was affected one way or the 
other by the senseless violence 
perpetrated on them. Some 
people described the violence as 
communal riots, others called it 
"expression of the anger of 
people". Though those who can 
look saw even then, all agree now 
that none of these statements 
expressed the truth. It was not an 
expression of people's anger. 

Those who went about killing 
Sikhs and looting and burning their 
shops had no sorrow on their 
faces, no anger in their looks or 
behaviour. They were cheerful and 
every time a shop was burnt and 
they danced with joy, marched 
ahead in a festive mood shouting 
"Khoon ka badla khoorf and look- 
ing for next innocent victim. 

The violence could not be given 


the name of communal riots, 
because it was only a onesided 
affair. Communal violence 
involves two or more communities 
trying to kill the members of the 
other 1 community. What happened 
in Delhi and elsewhere could be 
described as onesided slaughter, 
carnage or massacre. Most ordi- 
nary citizens — Hindus, Sikhs, 
Muslims and others were taken by 
surprise when a systematic loot 
and arson began and went on 
unchecked by authorities. 

In fact the government's reac- 
tion to the riots was, and continues 
to be, unprecedented and unique 
in major respects. One of them 
was no attempt to enquire into the 
riots pending to punishment for the 
guilty. Even during the Raj, judi- 
cial inquiries into such disturban- 
ces were the norm. The 
government of India's wilful refu- 
sal to appoint a commission of 
inquiry into the Delhi pogroms for 
six months despite the fact that 
specific charges were levelled 
against leading members of the 
ruling party was a breach of an 


Is The Government 


established tradition and an abject 
confession of failure (or gulit?) by 
the government of India. 

Worse was authorities’ attitude 
towards victims and their rehabil- 
itation. which continues till day. 

By November 4, 1984, thou 
sands of citiznes (Sikhs) of Delhi 
became refugees in their own city 
(in their own country). Almost all 
these camps were overflowing 
without any basic facilities. Though 
the camps were organised but 
general official attitude, as 
observed by a number of volunteer 
organisations, was that, "the Sikhs 
deserve it because they were kil- 
ling Hindus in Punjab." The police, 
the officials in Delhi Administration 
and above all the Home Depart- 
ment of the Central Government 
turned a Nelson’e eye. What was 
official attitude towards relief and 


rehabilitation becomes clear by a 
report of George Mathew based 
on his personal experience as a 
member of Nagrik Ekta Manch 
team. 

George Mathew’s Report 

T he majority communal attitude 
was more or less reflected in 
the behaviour of the officialdom. 
On November 4, 1 was a member 
of a reconnaissance team from the 
Nagarik Ekta Manch (NEM) which 
went to Mangolpuri in West Delhi 
which was an area of mass killings 
of Sikhs. When we were denied 
entrance to the Mangolpuri reset- 
tlement area by army and police 
officers, we went to the Punjabi 
Bagh police station where a ref- 
ugee camp had come up and 
about 3000 people were milling 
around. A police officer in plain 


clothes had all the sarcasm on his c 
face when we identified ourselves £ 
and told him that we wanted to r 
enter the camp and talk to the vie- c 
tims to find out their needs. He < 
said: "You all appear to be Hindus; £ 
why did you come to help the I 
Sikhs?" t 


By A.S. N 


"The police, the officials in the t 
Delhi Administration and above all, 
the Home department of the Cen- 1 
tral government turned a Nelson's 
eye to the burning of Delhi. This is 
a well known fact by now, corrob- 
orated by not only the victims but 
the voluntary agencies and citi- 
zens’eommittees who worked 


"You Need Not Teach Sikhs 
Lessons On Patriotism” 

Prof. Harkishen Singh tells Baiju 


T he public has started think- 
ing, generally because of 
the government as well as 
because of the work of some of 
the vested interests’ media, that 
the Sikhs are not a part of the 
mainstream of the country. 
What’s your opinion? 

Sikhs have been born in India and 
there is no question of their being 
treated non-Indians and they have 
made such tremendous sacrific- 
ies, not only for winning indepen- 
dence but emancipating the 
country from serfdom. Sikhs were 
born under tyranny and they made 
themselves worthwhile by sacrificr 
ing so completely. And the ons- 
laught on the northern region 
would have continued and we 
would have been left with nothing 
of our own tradition, culture, etc., 
if Sikhs were not there at the fore- 
front. 

Are Sikhs really violent? 

The question is irrelevant. You 
see, a mighty display of non- 
violence was made by one of the 
sects of Sikhism, Namdharis, and 
they started the non-violent non- 
cooperation movement and includ- 
ing this, Mahatma Gandhi took 
many things from them, for exam- 
ple, this wearing of Khadi was 
theirs. 

The cult of violence is so limited, 
extremely limited. It was confined 
only to a handful of people, per- 
haps not more than a dozen of 
people until a few years back. Cer- 
tain things started happening on 



behalf of the government. Bhin- 
drenwale was a product of the 
Government of India. He was 
engaged to cut at the strength of 
the Akali movement. He was 
brought to undertake counter pro- 
paganda against the Akali in elec- 
tions. 

Why some people are becoming 
terrorists? 

Because of the policy of the gov- 
ernment. They become violent 
against violence. 

Some people believe that the 
Sikhs are not patriots. Are they 
correct? 

No, they are not at all correct. They 
are mistaken. In fact the Sikhs are 
the people who are more patriotic 
than the others. 

You see, all the programmes of 
the Congress had been executed 
by the Akalis during the freedom 
struggle. As far as the nation build- 
ing process is concerned, they 


have been second to none. During 
the Indo-China and Indo-Pak 
wars, I have seen the Sikh youths 
doing jobs with the jawans. The 
jawans often used their vehicles, 
tractors and whatever they 
had, and if you make mention of 
payment to them, they used to get 
annoyed and the Sikh women 
were so anxious to serve the 
jawans with milk, curd, etc. They 
celebrated the victory and 
mourned the deaths of the 
departed friends and Sikh girls put 

rakhis around the wrists of the 
jawans without considering 
whether they belonged to another 
religion or caste or from the south 
or the east. 

You cannot teach such people 
lessons on patriotism. If you think 
so, you are greatly mistaken. You 
are rubbing on the wrong side. 

Since 1984 about 4000 Sikhs 
have been killed in different 
parts of the country and what 
has been the attitude of the 
government? Did the govern- 
ment mind to punish the cul- 
prits? Did It do anything to 
ensure that this would not be 
repeated? 

There are right-thi.iking people 
even now. 

In the Government? 

No. Outside the Government. 

Amongst the majority commun- 
ity itself. Why go far, even Mr 
Marwah the Police Commissioner, 
once said that the terrorism is the 


price that we are paying for the 
crimes against the innocent Sikhs 
in 1 984. What I mean to say is that 
there are, thank God, people who 
are thinking right. Otherwise the 
government has shown least in 
saving the lives. Carelessness in 
dealing with the culprits is quite 
obvious. Instead of punishing the 
culpritis, the government is pro- 
tecting them. 

What Is the reason behind this? 

Well, I am sure, they have some- 
thing to hide. They don't come out 
with it. Somebody at very high 
levels were involved in the killings 
and they want this thing to be 
draged. 

Are the Sikhs angry towards 
this attitude of the government? 

So long as this is done, the venom 
will not vanish. 

My feeling is that there will come 
one day when they have to punish 
the culprits, the guilty. I can’t forget 
what Mr Jatmalani said some days 
back. He said, he must have been 
reading the Sikhs from childhood, 
"Sikh can forgive within five min- 
utes, but he will not forget for fifty 
years. If an insult is done and you 
are really sorry for it, he can for- 
give you and you can be friend 
with him again. But if you have 
done injustice and you cover It by 
one thing or the other then he is 
not the man to forget. He will go 
on suffering and making others 
suffer". 

As I am deeply patriotic, I think 
in the interest of the nation unless 
this is done the wounds will not 
heal. 

At the present moment the gov- 
ernment does not have any plan 
to punish the culprits? 

No, they have no plan. 

Do you think that In the near 


future they will do somefT i? 
Or a political change in me 
Centre will make any differ- 
ence? 

Circumstances will slowly go on 
changing and somebody will 
emerge and may be the new ele- 
ment that has come into the pol- 
itics. Perhaps, it is too optimistic to 
believe that it will be done soon, 
but eventually they might build 
strength enough to make to gov- 
ernment feel they cannot ride 
rough shot over the feelings of the 

Cjl/hc 
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Taking Revenge? 


mong them. To crown it all, the 
jecretary of the Home Depart- 
lent (who failed to rise to the 
ccasion to protect the lives of the 
.itizens) Mr M.M.K. Wali was 
ippointed Lt Governor of Delhi. 
Jis attitude to the victims and 
hose sections of the society which 


arang 


esponded to the miserable plight 
5f the victims was one of differ- 
ince if not hostility. 

"When the NEM representatives 
met him, he even accused them of 
being rabble rousers and said he 
could no’ talk with them as theirs 
was nc. a registered society. A 
report of the NEM has recorded: 


"The role of the administration was 
very inadequate and if the various 
voluntary agencies had not started 
providing relief on their own, many 
of the victims of the violence would 
not have been clothed, fed or 
treated for the injuries and illness." 
Added to this, the authorities were 
in a hurry to dismantle the camps 
and drive these hapless human 
beings back into the darkness. It 
may be recalled here that NEM 
intervention through a writ petition 
in Delhi High Court against Delhi 
Administration prevented the 
inmates of the relief camps in the 
capital being forced to leave if they 
did not want to do so. 

"Government compensation 
was at the rate of Rs 1 0.OOOto the 
families of dead persons (and 
lesser amount to the injured 
person), Rs 10,000 for completely 
destroyed houses, Rs inooto Rs 


5000 for damaged houses. Most 
of the cases of persons killed have 
been settled but about the injured 
and damage to property, there 
were several complaints of arbi- 
trary decision and low rate of com- 
pensations. Moreover, the officials 
had not even printed enough claim 
forms. A voluntary organisation 
had to step in to print and make 
available the forms to the victims 
in the camps. 

"To add insult to injury, officials 
in charge of relief and rehabilita- 
tion began to accuse members of 
the Sikh community of filing false 
declarations and cornering the 
benefits meant for the suffering 
people from the government. It 
might have happened here and 
there. Are we not all part of a sick 
society where corruption and 
deceit are everyday occurrences? 


Was this anomie not the cause of 
the convulsion through which we 
were living? To blow up this aspect 
of the problem at this hour of 
misery of a section of people by 
officials was like the proverbial 
story of one who has a log in his 
eyes but accuses another who has 
a speck. Official sources had 
announced by November 25 that 
over 31 8 crores had been distrib- 
uted among 7000 people. By the 
first week of December the Punjab 
National Bank had sanctioned 
loans worth Rs 15.15 crores for 
transport, retail trade, small busi- 
ness repairs, etc. However, the 
victims have complained that high 
interest rates were being charged 
for the loans’.' 

( n spite of all that all is not lost. 

There was and there is a silver 
lining to the dark cloud. That is the 
admirable efforts of sections of cit- 
izens who rose to the occasion 
with a deep humanist urge and 
commitment to human values. 
Many not only risked their lives but 
some actually lost their lives for the 
cause. The crowning example of 
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new voluntary initiative was the 
coming into existance of the 
'Nagrik Ekta Manch’, formed over- 
night by a group of citizens with 
diverse background. Other organ- 
izations like PUCL, PUDR and 
Manushi Citizen’s Relief Commit- 
tee are continuing their fight; 
against violation of human rights, 
for justice and meaningful har- 
mony. It is these people and 
organisations who really feel con- 
cerned for unity and integrity of the 
nation and not those who made 
loud noises for it but continue to 
divide people at heart for perpet- 
uation of their power at whatever 
cost it may be. 

Is there much change in official 
attitude in the last four years? Can 
victims hope for any justice? What 
is the plight of widows living in 
some of the areas of their so- 
called rehabilitation camps? To 
know this we interviewed two of 
the volunteers, Prof. Harkishen 
Singh and Comrade Attar Singh, 
who had been continuously work- 
ing in these areas for the last four 
years. 


T h /1984 riots that followed 
ti.^gruesome assassination 
of our late Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi widowed many Sikh 
ladles. What has been the gov- 
ernment's attitude towards 
them and what has been done 
for their rehabilitation? 

The government’s response to 
rehabilitate Sikh widows was 
rather slow. Initially, it was the 
social organisations like the 'Sikh 
Forum’ and ’Nishkam’, who came 
forward to help these disbanded 
women by setting up relief camps 



in various places in the capital. 
These organisations provided 
them with the basic necessities — 
food, clothing and shelter. It was 
only after a lapse of six long 

months and due to concerted 
struggle by these organisations 
that the government came out by 
alotting Tilak Vihar for their reha- 
bilitation. 

Did the government give any 
other help? 

Not substantially. However, about 
60 percent of the widows were 
given service in schools and hos- 
pitals. The unemployed were 
given a pension of Rs 400 per 
month, an amount which is too 
less for a widow with five to eight 
children to survive. And it is unfor- 
tunate to note that even this little 
amount is not available to many of 
the victims. 

You have been an active 
member of the Sikh Forum. 
What hlep has been given by 
this organisation, particularly? 
And how has it benefitted the 
victims? 


Well, you see, about 1 200 children 
in Tilak Vihar are school-going. 
Our organisation is giving a con- 
solidated amount of Rs.50 per 
month to more than 900 children. 
This itself is coming to around 
45000 rupees per month. The 
organisation is also encouraging 
the students by giving greater 
amounts for higher studies. 

In fact the government has not 
done anything to grab the cul- 
prits of the November 1 984 riots 
and the other riots that followed 
after that. Do you think that the 
government will ever take 
action against these murder- 
ers? Does the government has 
any plan to bring them into the 
book? 


’’The Government 
Itself Is Guilty” 

Comrade Attar Singh tells Neera Swaroop 


No, nothing at all. The government 
itself is guilty. The police allowed 
the hooligans to dance on the 
streets, killing, looting and burning 
their innocent and helpless ’oppo- 
nents.’ 

It is clear that the carnage was 
will-planned and organised. 
People like Sajjan Kumar (an 
erstwhile Congressman) held 
meetings to give lessons and even 
training to the rioters. And the 
murderers were given arms and 
ammunition to wage even a war 
against the Sikhs. 

It is learnt that many complaints 
were filed with the police. How 
did the police respond? 

Some of the policemen were even 
involved in the assault against the 
Sikhs. But it is unfortunate to tell 
that those who tried to save the 
innocents during the riots were 
either dismissed or transfered, for 
example, Mr Jugti Ram, Assistant 
Sub-inspector of Kalyanpuri Police 
Station. 


Some cases are still pending. 
Do the widows make follow 
ups? Do they have any associa- 
tion of their own to help them? 
Please, explain. 

It is a fact that most of the cases 
are still pending and when the 
widows approached the con- 
cerned authorities they were 
treated badly and some of the offi- 
cials threatened them even. 



You asked me about women’s 
association. Yes, they have 
formed a union called Welfare 
November 1 984 Widow’s Associa- 
tion and it also is looking after the 
welfare of the widows besides the 
other voluntary organisations. 


Is the attitude of the govern- 
ment biased, I mean commu- 
nal? 

Yes, of course. 

Why is it so? Is It due to fault in 
the training process? 

In fact the lower ranking officers 
were instructed by the high ups. If 


we want really to come out of this 
type of considerations and atti- 
tudes, we need officials of high 
moral standard and consideration. 
Of course, proper training is also 
lacking. What is more important is 
the lack of adequate representa- 
tion of the minorities in the gov- 
ernment machinery. 

It seems that the Hindus and 
Sikhs are drifting apart. In your 
opinion what should be done to 
keep them closer? 

The wall of enmity between 
Hindus and Sikhs has been raised 
by some religious fanatics. And 
they still continue to do so but the 
government should take steps to 
reduce this unfortunate trend. 
Akali, Shiv Sena, BJP, Bajrang Dal 
and all other such fundamentalist 
organisations try to invoke the 
people against the Sikhs. But my 
attitude is quite different. First and 
foremost I am an Indian and then, 
as you know, I am a communist. 
To bring these two communities 
together we should have joint 
meetings and even common cel- 
ebrations. 

Do the widows want revenge? 

No. But in the beginning when the 
wounds were fresh, they were 
quite agitated, but gradually with 
the passage of time their anger 
faded away. Now they want only 
a peaceful and decent life. 

Thank you very much, Comrade 
Attar Singh. 


imber 1988 


9 




RELIGION 


ribs 


[FOUHdUM 

GaxBbbB 


Liberation 


In Guru Granth Sahib 


By Bhagwant Singh Dalawari 


G uru Granth Sahib's 
message is: Raj Na 
Chanhoun Mukat Na 
Chanhoun Man Preet 
Charan Kamalare. (I do not seek 
kingdom; nor do I want MUKTI, all 
that I concentrate on is the LOVE 
of the lotus feet of the Lord.) 
Clearly, the message inspires love 
of something much higher than 
mukti. What is generally under- 
stood by mukti is that after death, 
one will be freed from birth and 
death and stay merged in the Lord. 
Guru Nanak and his successors 
as also the Bhakt-Jan in Guru 
Granth Sahib emphasise the con- 
cept of "Liberation in Life" 
(Jeevan-Mukti).Ai‘hough it seems 
almost a paradoxical proposition, 
Guru Granth Sahib categorically 
grants this "libera, ion" provided the 
adherents adhere not to external 
devotion, but to innermost self- 
annihilating submission. It is 
almost shamefully clear that we 
have been paying attention to 
external reverence for the 
Shabd-Guru by venerating the 
Sacred Book, by covering it with 
fineries, by placing it on high ped- 
estals, by offering heavy garlands 
or by holding akhand paaths in a 
ceremonial fashion. Let this be 
understood clearly that these 
external aproaches have no value 
at all, unless they are accompa- 
nied by internal purity, love of 
Mankind and a yearning for seva 
with Lord’s name in the heart. 
"Liberation" automatically entails 
freedom from "bandhan". When, in 
Sukhmani Sahib, Guru Arjun 
clearly guarantees what Satguru 
can do to the Sikh in terms of lib- 
eration, why is it that we remain 
bogged down in MAYA? Let us 
look at the assurance first: 

"Satgur Sikh Ke Bandhan Kate" 
Gurka Sikh Vikar Te Hate’ 

Satguru cuts up the fetters of a 
Sikh and the Sikh frees himself 
from bad deeds) 

But our external obeissance can 
never achieve such liberation: 
sis nivate kya thisjan ride kusudhe 
jae 

(Merely bowing one’s head cannot 
mean anything when the heart is 
involved in impurities) 

After having discussed why we 
are not able to get liberation even 
when the promise is there, let me 
state what liberation is, again only 
in terms of Guru Granth Sahib, so 
that the concept is clear: 

— Freedom from hatred (Taj abhi- 
man bhaye nirvair) 

— Freedom from Nindia-ill talk, 
backbiting (Nindia bhali kiseki 
nahin) 

— Freedom from enemity (Na ko 
mera dushman reha) 

— Freedom from worry (Chinta 
Saga I visari) 

— Acceptance of God’s will 
(Hukam rejai chalana) 


— Absence of complaints (Ulhano 
mein kahoo na dio) 

— Complete faith in God (Jis 
kichch karna so hamra meet) 
—Singing Lord's praises (Uthat- 
baithat, sovat-jagat.... 

ceaselessly in any manner (Din 

bhi gavon, reni gavon ) 

— Total humility (Hoe sabna ki 
renka, tau aao hamare paas) 

— Limitless love (Kiti joban preet 
bin suk gae kumlae) 

— No demand except Naam (Vin 
tudh hor je mangana, sir dukhan 
ke dukh; deh naam santokhia utre 
man ki bhukh) 

— Complete contentment ( Bina 
santokh nahin kau raje) 

— Sweet tongue (Nanak Phike 
bolie, tan man phika hoe) 

— Friendship for all (Sabko meet 
ham aapankina, ham sabna ke 
sajan) 

— Sacrifice for Truth and Love of 
God (It marag pair dhirje sir deeje 
kaan na keeje) 

— Offer of body, mind and wealth 
(Tan, man.dhan.sabh saup gurko 
hukam manie paaie) 

— Equality-equanimity in Lord’s 
Name (Sahj sahjgun rave Kabira) 
— Equality of all human-beings 
(Aval allah noor upaya kudrat ke 
sab bande) 

— Equanimity under all circum- 
stances (Na tun dolo na hum girte) 
— Equanimity in poverty or rich- 
ness (Jaisa swaran taisi us maati), 
— Equanimity in honour/dishonour 
(Jaisa maan taisa apman) 

— Equanimity in love/hatred (Koi 
bhala kaho bhaven bura kaho) 
— Equanimity in delicacies/poor 
food (Rab na pujan tudh) 

— Equanimity in praises/condem- 
nation. (Je hk salahe tan teri 
upma, jeninde tan chood na jain) 

The list is not exhaustive but 
even if one aims at this kind of lib- 
eration, which I am certain Guru 
Granth Sahib guarantees to 
anyone who listens to its Com- 
mands, one will find the path 
extremely Bikhim. And yet, there 
is no one in the world who would 
not like to be in such a position so 
that he is free from pain. Another 
ambiguous interpretation that we 
have affixed to our external purity 
is that "Karam-kand" type ofbhakti 
would give us sukh. Its fallacy is 
soon proved because we find that 
the adherents of external manif- 
estations not only find themselves 
in soup always but spread gloom 
and misery to others. After all, we 
give to others what we have. And 
we have this: 

Andarkapat nit kapat kamave 
mukhon har har sunawe. 

Before I deal with our incapa- 
bility to acquire the kind of devo- 
tion required to obtain grace, I 
quote Bhai Gurdas to prove to 
myself that even my own bhakti is 
not conducive to receiving it. 
because: 


Preetam ke des kaise batan se 
jayie. 

And in this hymn Bhai Sahib 
gives various examples. We ask 
others the way but do not tread 
that path; how can then one go to 
the Lord's domain merely by talk- 
ing? If we go on saying "Doctor, 
Doctor", and asking for his advice 
without taking medicine in time 
and observing the restricted 
regime in diet, etc., how can the 
disease vanish and we live in 
peace ? Again, we ask a "suhagin ", 
i.e. a realised person, how we can 
attain God, but insist on acting like 
a "duhagin", i.e. like a faithless 
wife, how can we expect our hus- 
band to share our bed, if we have 
someone else in our heart for 
adultery? And lastly, even more 
significant, we close our eyes, sing 
Lord's praises in passionate devo- 
tion, but we do not live the dictates 
of our masters; how can we then 
reach param pad— a realised 
state? 

In Sikhism, particularly in terms 
of the universality of Guru Granth 
Sahib, the emphasis is on kamai. 
For example, let us look at this 
hymn: 


"Bani guru guru hai bani vich 
bani amrit sare 

Gurbani kahe sevak jan mane par- 
takh guru nistare" 

And: "Gur kahe so kar kamme jio". 

It is obvious that inner and outer 
straightforwardness is called for 
when one presents before one’s 
Guru, who is antar-yami. Baba 
Farid emphasises this in a shabd 
in Guru Granth Sahib: 

"Dilon muhabat jin sei sachaya, 
jin man hor mukh hor se kandhe 
kachaya" 

The Liberation 

I talk of liberation not only in the 
spiritual sense but also in the 
worldly sense. The other day 
a serving I.A.S. officer tra- 
velled with me in a car on public 
work, He regretfully mentioned 
that he had been very strict with 
himself, had never indulged in cor- 
ruption and the result was that he 
had not been able to build a house 
so far. I notice that the glow that 
should have been there in him on 
account of not having indulged in 
corruption was missing. What was 


apparent was his regret that by 
corruption-free life, he had been 
deprived of a house. I politely said: 
"You must be proud of God’s 
grace, because even you had a 
house but if your child remained 
sick, how could you feel happy?" 
He understood but was not sure. 
I call this feeling a Bandh which 
can be easily removed by our 
Guru. Similarly l am reminded of 
a katha in which a King had 
employed a Pandit to teach Scrip- 
tures and guide him spiritually. 
After 12 years the King realised 
that he had not learnt anything and 
asked the Pandit; "Please tell me 
is it your fault or mine?" The Pandit 
was flabbergasted and the king 
gave him a week to reply. When 
the Pandit was very sad at home 
and did not go to work for a week, 
on the last day his son asked him 
the reason and offered to reply to 
the King. When they arrived at the 
court , the young son told the King 
that he would have to be recog- 
nised as the authority for some 
time and his courtiers must obey 
him. The King agreed. The boy 
asked the court servants to tie the 
King's hand and foot and later also 
Continued on page 12 
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T he anti-Sikh riots in Bidar, 
a remote town in Karna- 
taka, have many lessons 
for the country. The 
national Press, which reported the 
protests against the Defamation 
Bill even in far-flung areas, failed 
to take notice of the rioting for 10 
days. Not a word came out until 
some Sikh students reached Delhi 
to tell their tales of woe. 

Stringers of newspapers and 
news agencies in Bidar, it 
appears, were late in sending theii 
despatches; and what is worse, 
Press telegrams were not cleared 
for a few days. This is not the first 
time that a telegraphic office has 
acted as a censor or that a local 
official has sent unofficial instruc- 
tions not to transmit messages. I 
experienced this in Guwahati 
some time ago when I filed my 
copy on the agitation against "fore- 
igners" in Assam. 

When reports did arrive at 
newspaper offices, the news 
desks also failed to appreciate the 
gravity of the situation — apparently 
because of delay, they tended to 
take the reports as "stale" news. 

The national Press, it is true, 
cannot have staffers in every town 
in the country. But even when the 
story appeared in some regional 
newspapers, correspondents of 
big newspapers did not follow it 
up. I cannot say that this was 
because of any communal "prej- 
udice”, though most of the subse- 
quent stories were categorical in 
putting the blame on the Shiv 
Sena for fomenting the trouble. 
But the national Press cannot 
absolve itself of the initial lapse. 
How to ensure that it does not 
happen again is for the media to 
study. 

The other lesson is the police 
attitude. Practically every report 
says that the police were either 
silent spectators or supporters of 
the rioters. This has come to be a 
pattern in every riot; the minorities, 
religious or linguistic, are afraid 
more of the police, who are sup- 
posed to be their protectors, than 
of the hoodlums of the majority 
group or community. 

And it has been often noticed 
that when a minority has protected 
itself well in the first round, the 
police has come to the assistance 
of the majority community subse- 
quently. And if it is the minority 
which is the first to err, the police 
has been oppressive or even 
brutal in retaliation. This was the 
case in Ahmedabad, Moradabad 
and Meerut, to cite just a few 
examples. 

Whether it is because of lack of 
training or poor morale, the police 
has increasingly fallen prey to reli- 
gious prejudices. At one time, a 
temple, a mosque of a gurdwara 
was a taboo in the police lines. 
The Central police organisations 
were so strict on this point that any 
such effort was not only thwarted 
but those responsible for making 


Lessons From Bidar 

By Kuldip Nayar 


it were taken to task. Now a police 
t lines — the Border Security Force 
(BSF) and the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) are no 
exceptions — takes pride in show- 
ing their places of worship to vis- 
iting VIPs. The Bihar Military 
Police (BMP), the Provincial 
Armed constabulary (PAC) of UP 
and the Gujarat Police boast of 
Hanuman temples even in the 
camps they pitch up for tempor- 
ary duties. 

I had thought that the 
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I had thought that the Communist-run 
West Bengal would be different but what I saW 
at the police office in Writers Building, the * 
State Government headquarters, makes me 
believe that the rot has set in there as well. 
Adorning a wall of that office, where I waited 
to meet Chief Minister Jyoti Basu, was a life-size 
paper cutout of M Om H in Hindi in saffron. 

- ■ - - -■■■ ' ■ *£ 

The climate in the country is getting foul 
and the communal caneer is spreading. New 
H leaders" like Mr Diwakar Raote, a Shiv Sena 
member of the Bombay Corporation, are rising. 



Communist-run West bengai 
would be different but what I saw 
at the police office in Writers Build- 
ing, the State Government head- 
quarters, makes me believe that 
the rot has set in there as well. 
Adorqing a wall of that office, 
where I waited 1o meet Chief 
Minister Jyoti Basu, was a life-size 
paper cutout of "Om" in Hindi in 
saffron. 

Several enquiry commissions 
which have gone into the genesis' 
of particular communal riots have 
recommended the demolition of 
places of worship at the police 
lines and the setting up in their 
stead of congregation halls for all 
communities where moral dis- 
courses could be held. The State 
Governments have taken no 
action on this and the Centre has 
not enforced the standing order 
not to build a place of worship in 
any police lines. 

The Intelligence Bureau, which 
should have placed such matters 
before the annual conference of 
the directors general and inspec- 
tors general of police, is more con- 
cerned about the "portents of 
discontent" regarding emoluments 
than the danger of the forces be- 
coming parochial and communal. 

The latest IB report, in fact, 
commends the police. It says; 
"Despite a sharpe rise in the 
number of policemen killed, exten- 
sive range of threats and chal- 
lenges during the past year, it 
must be stated to the credit of the 
police forces as a whole that a 
high sense of discipline and 
morale has been generally main- 
tained." 

This kind of good chit may help 
sustain police morale in view of it; 


overstretched duties. But unless 
the high-ups are willing to call a 
spade a spade and come heavily 
on those in the police who take 
upon themselves the responsibil- 
ity of "safeguarding the interest" of 
the majority, the hot wind which is 
blowing through the country will 
not stop. In his letter to Karnataka 
Chief Minister Bommai, Giani Zail 
Singh, former President, has said 
more or less the same thing by 
suggesting quick action against 
the guilty instead of waiting for the 
report of the High Court judge 
charged with enquiring into the 
riots, which may take many 
months. 

Perhaps the most grievous 
lesson from the Bidar riots is that 
the resentment against Sikhs has 
spread even to the remotest 
places in the country. In northern 
India, the killings in Punjab had 
already prejudiced the minds of 
Hindus; although more Sikhs than 
Hindus have been killed by the ter- 
rorists during the past one year. 
Now even the South, which has 
long been free of prejudice and 
fundamentalism, is getting con- 
taminated. 

In a country where radio and 
television feature many Hindu fes- 
tivals and congregations and pro- 
ject the composite Indian culture 
as Hindu culture, the majority 
community’s sense of superiority 
is bound to grow. And it is bound 
to lead to chauvinism, which will 
be a negation of the basic concept 
of Hinduism. And very few people 
are prepared to point this out lest 
they offend the prevailing Hindu 
feeling. Political parties and lead- 
ers are too busy assessing how 
particular communities and castes 


will vote in the next election. 

The climate in the country is get- 
ting foul and the communal cancer 
is spreading. New "leaders" like Mr 
Diwakar Raote, a Shiv Sena 
member of the Bombay Corpora- 
tion, are rising. To point out how 
dangerous and rabid this new 
breed is, I quote what he told 
some Hindu businessmen in the 
city when he found them unwilling 
to give him money. 

He said; "In one riot we slaught- 
ered 300 Muslims and you busi- 
nessmen witnessed that with your 
own eyes. What have you seen till 
now? You are happy here in 
Dadar and when the same Mus- 
lims attack you and when they 
take away your women, then you 
will remember us. I am warning 
you that whatever we do we are 
paying with our own lives. Instead 
of giving us arms, you behave as 
if you were throwing 10 paise 
coins to the eunuch. Go. Take 
care of your children. You an 
challenging Diwakar Raote." 

The Central Government 
cannot, however, escape the 
responsibility for what is happen- 
ing to the Sikhs in India; this is a 
fallout of the Punjab problem. By 
his acts of omission and commis- 
sion Mr Rajiv Gandhi has only 
aggravated the situation. Had he 
implemented his accord with the 
late Sant Harchand Singh Lon- 
gowal, the State would have been 
out of the mess by this time. 

Even now it is not too late to win 
back the confidence of most of the 
Sikh community, whibh realises 
the damage the terrorists have 
done to it. The Akalis, divided as 
they are, will not be able to nego- 
tiate any settlement, and, even if 
they do, it will not be acceptable 
to the "boys', who are at the back 
of the violence 

The Government has to take 
some steps unilaterally. All the 
Jodhpur detenues should be 
released, as agreed to by the 
Government at one time when Mr 
Satish Sharma, Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s 
close friend, was negotiating a set- 
tlement with Mr Darshan Singh 
Ragi, then acting chief of the Akal 
Takht through Jain Muni Acharya 
Sushil. 

In fact, all political prisoners, 
including Mr Parkash Singh Badal, 
Mr G.s. Tohra and Mr Sukhjinder 
Singh, should be released uncon- 
ditionally. And the Government, 
should bring to book those guilty 
of the 1984 riots in which 3000 
Sikhs were killed. Once these 
steps are taken, the proper clime' 
for a political solution may br 
created. 

If not, Bidar-like happenings will 
continue to take place. And more 
and more the Press, the police and 
the prejudice of the people will be 
exposed to the detriment of the 
ideals of democracy and 
secularism. 

Courtesy: TIIE TRIBUNE 


An 

Important 

Move 

Continued from page 4 

because of Mr Chaman Lai's (IG 
Police-Border) complaint against 
the high ups, interference in his 
performance of duties while deal- 
ing with Jathedar Sahib's move to 
Amritsar and have sought permis- 
sion to proceed on leave immed- 
iately. 

The whole community would 
appreciate if Jathedar Sahib 
arranges a meeting of ex-Akal 
Takht Jathedars and Jathedar in 
chair to discuss the problems of 
the community, and give out a 
guideline to the community to con- 
duct itself in a manner that it can 
retrieve its lost status. It will also 
be appreciated that all the Jath- 
edar Sahibs take a round of all the 
states and explain to the locals 
that the Sikhs are not for terrorism 
nor for the division of the country 
and have never demanded Khal- 
istan. 

The whole Sikh community 
would admire Jasbir Singh Rode 
for the high regard he has shown 
for Sri Akal Takht Sahib head Pro- 
fessor Darshan Singh. This move 
of him shows the highest regard 
the Sikhs have for their temporal 
seat of authority, a torch for their 
future and source of inspiration for 
upholding the secularism and 
democratic way of life and making, 
supreme sacrifices for humanity. 
The necessity of this important 
move was being felt for a long 
time, because it is through the 
efforts of such personalities, all the 
Sikh factions can be united and 
where lies the remedy to all the 
basic Panthic problems. Their get- 
ting together should also be 
appreciated by the well-wishers of 
India, as through their good offi- 
ces the problem of terrorism and 
communalism can be tackled 
effectively with the cooperation of 
.others, especially if the govern- 
ment acts non-partisan and does 
not sabotage their move of getting 
together. Since Jathedar Profes- 
sor Darshan Singh is known for his 
absolute national outlook, and not 
a hardliner, we are sure he would 
grab the opportunity and honour 
the good will gesture of Jathedar 
Jasbir Singh. It is also hoped that 
the other ex-Jathedar and Jathe- 
dar in chair of Akal Takht would be 
involved while discussing Panthic 
and national problems. Keeping 
this move in mind, it is important 
to caution the Akali leaders about 
their responsibilities towards the 
community as such they should 
realise the gravity of the political 
situation and act in most befitting 
manner. It is equally important to 
request the Sikh youth, which 
have suffered a lot for the sake of 
community to take the stock of the 
situation in its correct perspective 
and be a vanguard in restoring 
normalcy in Punjab and tackling 
Panthic problems. This will need 
adherence to the principle of flex- • 
ibility and trust and things to fit in 
the national pattern. 
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Rain Water Storage 
In Scarcity Areas 


By N.K. Ray 


F or generations rains have 
been the single most 
important factor affecting 
the various facets of life in 
our country, the destinies of mil- 
lions of farmers and all those 
depend on their endeavour. On 
the one hand, there is the question 
of timely arrival of the seasonal 
rains; on the other hand the unex- 
pected or incessant deluge caus- 
ing devastation not only on down 
stream of major rivers and the 
plains but also in cities and towns. 

There have been a number of 
very serious drought situations in 
the country on account of the rain 
playing truant and we witnessed 
one of the most severe of these 
only last year. About 50 per cent 
of the land area was affected and 
both humans and cattle were 
reduced to a miserable plight. 

The idea of proper storing of rain 
water has been engaging the 
attention of our water scientists. 
Small attempts were made earlier 
perhaps by some individuals to 
store rain water and utilise during 
the dry season. The problems 
come by way of high cost of con- 
struction of the storage tanks and 
proper maintenance of the tank 
and its contents. This is one area 
where great attention is required, 
as otherwise the stored water can 
do more harm than help in so far 
as during the long period of stag- 
nation it is likely to develop and 
maintain a variety of harmful bac- 
teria and other organisms. 

The storage of rain water 
become a significant issue espe- 
cially in areas where there is no 
source of underground potable 
water or where potable water may 
be available but tapping it may not 
be an affordable proposition from 
the point of view of village econ- 
omy. Another region is that where 
rainfall is erratic and insufficient. 
The run off water collected in the 
ponds during the rainy season will 
already have become saline and 
undrinkable by February-March, 
the beginning of the summer 
season. Later it dries up com- 
pletely. 

There are some villages where 
there might be a source of water 
supply which is near perennial but 
the source may be utilised for var- 
ious purposes like drinking, 
bathing and washing of clothes 
leading to all sorts of health pro- 
blems. 

Field studies have shown that 
groups of people migrate from 
their original habitations to other 
areas during the period of water 
scarcity, something like November 
to July. People in many villages of 
the country suffer from water 
borne diseases for lack of safe 
drinking water. Even cooking, and 
dietary habits are affected by the 
availability of precious drinking 
water. 


There have been attempts to 
convert brackish and saline water 
into drinking water by methods like 
solar distillation and a new pro- 
cess called reverse osmosis. 

Solar distillation of saline brack- 
ish water is a very slow process' 
and there is likelihood of contam- 
ination from the wind-blown dust 
particles. Moreover, the initial 
investment for the plant is also 
very high. Maintenance has to be 
frequent and costly. Reverse 
osmosis projects have been 
evolved by mainly Bharat Heavy 
Electricals Limited. 

Collection of rain water in an 
open tank on ground level or more 
preferably on the roof top is obvi- 
ously a simple method but here 
again building of the tank involves 
high initial investment. 

Linder a project by Mahiti Centre 
Ahmedabad, an experiment was 
conducted by lining of ponds with 
plastic agrifilm. There were pro- 
blems encountered by the exper- 
imented project. One difficulty was 
that the pond of wells were of mud 
and so the lining collapsed quickly 
during the heavy rains. The slope 
of earth has to be found optimum 
depending - on various conditions 
like type of soil and intensity of rain 
so that the soil placed on top of 
lining will remain in position. The 
use of brick cover on agrifilm may 
give better results according to 
some studies. 

Experiments are also being 
conducted to ascertain the right 
technology for placing and joining 
the sheets by various methods like 
heat sealing use of self adhesive 
tapes and hot bitumen. 

The water stored in such film- 
lined ponds is to be filtered by 
passing through both a leaf filter 
as preliminary and also sand filter 
for final filteration. This gives pot- 
able water. Plastic pipes can be 
used for connecting the raw water 
pond to the pump and from the 
pump to the filteration units. From 
the filtered water tank pipes or 
hand-pumps can be used depend- 
ing on consumption. 

The Gujarat Experiment has 
been taken up jointly by the Mahiti, 
Indian Petro-chemicals Limited 
and various technical groups, vil- 
lage and mandal bodies. They had 
selected an area called Bhal in the 
coastal region of Ahmedabad 
Kheda and parts of Bhavnagar 
characterised by endemic scarcity 
of water. The region was identified 
as early as 1980 by the group for 
work on alternative drinking water 
supply. The cardinal principle real- 
ised and incorporated is the simul- 
taneous development of 
community functioning in a coo- 
perative and self-reliant manner so 
as to develop a scientific attitude 
towards understanding and solv- 
ing problems. 


Liberation 


Continued Irom page 1 0 

tie his father^ the same manner. 
When this was done, he asked his 
fathet; "Father, open the knots of 
the King." The father was natur- 
ally furious and said how he could 
do that when he was tied down 
himself. The boy asked the King to 
untie his father and the King also 
replied in helplessness. The boy 
then asked the servants to untie 
them both and addressed them 
thus:"Look , your majesty, my 
father Pandit is himself in a band- 
han of haughtiness of the post he 
holds what can he teach you? And 
you, King, you are in the bandhan 

of the haughtiness of your position. 
You cannot learn anything 
because of this bandhan". 

We all are, therefore, tied down 
in bandhan of our own making, of 
hatred, of backbiting, of vanity, of 
anger, of greed, of wealth, of posi- 
tion and so on. Foolishly, we 
cannot even realise that these 
kinds of bandhan, contrary to our 
thinking, positively give us pain. 
And the opposite of all these attri- 
butes positively contributes to our 
happiness. I have been saying, 
talking and preaching that even if 
the husband and wife wish to live 
peacefully at home, they need to 
put into practice the Guru’s com- 
mands. How can you live at peace 
with your wife, if your vanity also 
binds you? How can the parents 
expect love from their children, if 
they do not get rid of the 
attachment-oriented expectation? 
I used to think, when I was a child, 
that this idiom "To err is human, to 


forgive divine" is unintelligible, par- 
ticularly the latter part. Today, I am 
quite clear that forgiveness is lib- 
eration itself and one cannot 
develop this forgiveness unless he 
has the "Khima Sigar" (make-up of 
forgiveness) granted in grace. 
What I had said in the beginning 
to describe the confines of libera- 
tion oriented life should now be 
clearly manifested in the pursuit of 
Guru's commands. 

Sat Santokh Daya Dharm Sigar 
Bartavo. 

(Dress yourselves with truth, con- 
tentment, compassion and justice) 

Today when I realise that Kam 
Arth Dharam Moksh as also Paar- 
jaat and Kamdhen are all at the 
command of one who recites the 

Lord’s name, I also realise that the 
whole world is mine, all humanity 
is mine. I rejoice at the happiness 
of all and am pained to see some- 
one in pain. Then I feel "Je dharti 
sab kanchan kar deeje bin nawen 
awar na bhaya ram". This feeling 
of liberation is Grace of Guru 
Granth Sahib although I have a 
long, long way to go, I am con- 
vinced that Guru Granth Sahib is 
perfectly capable of removing 
one’s ego: Haumaindeerag Rog 
Hai Daru bhi is mae, Kirpa kare je 
aapni tan gurka shabd kame. The 
Kamai of Gurshabd, which I 
understand to mean the living of 
the dictates of the Master day- 
to-day life with Gurshabd in heart 
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24 hours can remove Ego. And if 
Ego, the greatest Bandhan, is 
removed man is free. Man is lib- 
erated. That is why Guru says; 
Jeevan mukat so aakhiye harjive 
maraya. 
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There is an unprecedented outcry over the 
hanging of Kehar Singh and Satwant Singh. 
Many right-thinking people and organisa- 
tions request the President for clemency. 
Here are some of them: 

Dear Mr President: 

A ll those who value human life must petition the President 
of India to have mercy and stop the execution of Sat- 
want Singh and Kehar Singh accused in the murder of Shri- 
mati Indira Gandhi. 

What was the use of grand musical extravaganza ‘Human 
Rights Now’ if it cannot activate young and old citizens alike 
to understand the value of abolition of the death penalty and 
all other forms of struggle to preserve human rights for which 
Amnesty International, Bruce Springestein, Stiling, Gabriel, et 
al stand?. 

While assassination as a form of political retribution is con- 
demnable, is also a fact that nearly 4000 Sikhs have already 
paid for this dastardly act with their innocent lives. Taking two 
more lives will not achieve anything. Penance, regret and the 
healing of society can only come about if people remain alive 
to think about such things. 

— Hind Mazdoor Kisan Panchayat 
Dear Mr President: 

O n behalf of the members of the Sikh Forum i am 
approaching you in the hope that you will kindly give due 
consideration to our appeal for clemency, for Sardar Kehar 
Singh and Satwant Singh, found guilty of assassinating the 
late Prime Minister Shrimati Indira Gandhi on 31st October 
1 984. As a wise and noble head of our country you can well 
appreciate the surcharged atmosphere under this unfortunate 
act was done. Enraged by deep religious sentiments their spirit 
of revenge clouded their sense of duty and responsibility. We 
in no way minimize the gravity of the offence, but being con- 
scious of the fact that how much bitterness has already been 
created by subsequent events we should not add to it. Unfor- 
tunately, objectivity and rationality have ceased to exist. Only 
a magnanimous gesture may bring about some sanity. 

We earnestly request you to consider our appeal favour- 
ably and reduce the death penalty to life imprisonment in both 
cases. We sincerely feel that this kindness will be appreci- 
ated by all right thinking people. 

— Sikh Forum 

Dear Mr President: 

I am aware that Presidential pardon, in fact, is what the Cabi- 
inet decides on the mercy petition of the condemned prisoner. 
Nevertheless, the President’s office has such enormous moral 
authority arid prestige that it can, at least on matters like Pres- 
idential pardon, assert itself. 

The mercy petitions of Kehar Singh and Satwant Singh have 
been rejected by the government, and both these men are due 
to be hanged any day now. I am requesting you to exercise 
your moral authority and the prestige of your office to save 
their lives. 

I have been a life-long opponent of capital punishment, and 
even during my brief stint in government pleaded in the Cab- 
inet on behalf of those who were condemned to death by the 
courts. My appeal to you on behalf of Kehar Singh and Sat- 
want Singh is in pursuance of my conviction that the state 
should not commit judicial murder, which is what a death sen- 
tence is. 

However, there is one more reason behind this appeal. The 
Sikhs as a community have paid a very heavy price during 
the last four years and more. In October-November 1 984, at 
least 4,000 innocent Sikhs lost their lives for no fault of theirs, 
and only a month ago, in Bidar, Karnataka, six young Sikhs 
were killed for no rhyme or reason. 

The execution of Kehar Singh and Satwant Singh will solve 
nothing, not even in terms of the state having its revenge. If 
anything, it will add to the bitterness that already prevails in 
Punjab. 

On the other hand, if you were to invoke the power and maj- 
esty of your office and save the lives of these two persons, 
you may set in motion a process that could help in bringing 
about reconciliation in Punjab and end the violence that stalks 
our land. 

I am sure you will show the requisite statesmanship and 
assert your Gandhian hertiage to save the lives of Kehar Singh 
and Satwant Singh. 

— George Fernandes 


Baaeebba 


"Don't Teach Patriotism" 


Confined from page 8 

As far as the widows of the 
November 1984 riots are con- 
cerned what was the govern- 
ment’s attitude and what the 
government Isdolngto rehabil- 
itate them? 

Well, in fairness to the govern- 
ment, we must say that some of 
them in the administration have 
also been realistically and enthus- 
iastically worked on the policies 
settled by the government. 

The government hasn’t given 
anything to them? 

No, it hasn’t. Thegovernment has 
only provided 60 percent jobs in 
Tilak Vihar and an equal percent- 
age in Gadi and the rest they have 
been promising. Now they have 
started giving some pension either 
to those who lost their sons or 
others who have not been able to 
get jobs. 

Are the widows happy to 
receive these aids? 

The ration that they are given is 
not taken willingly or gladly. With 
the passage of time they find really 
it is begging and sometimes they 


revolt from inside that ‘why they 
have to accept rations, why they 
can’t earn more, and even why 
this plight engulfed them’. 

There have been so many 
voluntary organisations in the 
field. Does the government 
cooperate with these organisa- 
tions? 

Well, I will see it in the other way 
that the voluntary associations 
cooperate with the government a 
lot. Every opportunity is taken by 
the associations to stick in letter 
and spirit to what the government 
wants to be done. 

Do the widows have any 
revenge? 

The circumstances have been so 
harsh for them. They have to 
remember ordinary men of flesh 
and blood with their children 
depending on them. They can’t be 
very open. Now and then they 
shriek against the government. 
They know the culprits, and at 
once case, this person, the culprit, 
occupy a very good position in the 
Congress(l) rank, and that widow, 


the victim, goes made as they use 
to drink and eat together. Some- 
times they say that *why not kill us 
too, let us put and end to this fate- 
ful life’. 

Do you think that the govern- 
ment fall to understand what Is 
going on? 

Well, I do not think that the gov- 
ernment fail to understand. In the 
first place government is such a 
huge machine, it is difficult to dis- 
tinguish between one set of people 
and another. 

Do you think that one of the 
reasons for police not being 
Impartial Is that the minorities 
are not adequately represented 
in the police force? 

Yes, it is hundred percent correct. 

What the government should 
do? 

In the police force, particularly in 
the forces which are usually sent 
to deal with communal riots, the 
minority communities’ representa- 
tion should be equal to that of the 
majority. 

Thank you very much, Prof, 
Harklshan Singh. 



Govt . Licenced Electrical Contractors. 
Engineers Si Consultants 

Specialists in Electrification of 
High Rise Buildings , Factories etc. 

m 

E-32, Hauz Khas Market 
New Delhi-110016 
Tele No. (Show Room) : 663575 


5-19 November 198B 


13 




ZF®GO(yJK] 

Guzebbe 


SHORT STORY 


CURSE 

By Balraj Verma 


Continued from last issue 

Both were lost in their thoughts. 
The car was moving onward. After 
short intervals, whenever a partic- 
ular important place was sighted 
she pointed it out to Pal. But with- 
out any gusto as if she were a vet- 
eran radio announcer who, while 
reading news, mentions even the 
biggest mishap as if it were an 
ordinary news, like the most of 
other news. 

All of a sudden Pal burst into 
laughing. 

"Are you reminded of some- 
thing?" 

"Yes, of Clark." 

"Clark? Do you know Clark?" 

"Never seen him. Only heard of 
him." 

"The Clark I know is a cabaret 
dancer. Nowadays even in local 
film studios he is much in demand. 
To compose cabaret dances in 
films is far better than dancing in 
a hotel or a club. Once he was a 
subordinate of Albert, my hus- 
band. Fondness of dancing has 
made him a professional. These 
days he is earning a lot." 

"Well, I was talking of a differ- 
ent Clark; Clark of the B.B.C. who 
mentions even the biggest event 
of the world as if it were a day-to- 
day occurence. You too mention 
every great building as if it were an 
ordinary construction like Broad- 
way or Inderdhanush." 

"Do you call Broadway and 
Inderdhanush ordinary buildings?" 

"Well, thousands of such man- 
sions are scattered all over the 
city." 

"May be. But the special char- 
acter these two buildings possess 
is not given to any of the other 
constructions." 


"This other Clark, the dancer I 
mean, was your husband’s sub- 
ordinate, wasn’t he?" 

"Yes, he was. I must say you 
are very sharp. You think very 
fast." 

"On seeing you, and so closely, 
anybody can lose his power of 
thinking." 

"I’m very beautiful, eh?" 

"I won’t put it like that. Beauty is 
there, no doubt. But above beauty 
is character. You have a very spe- 
cial character. Of course I must 
confess that you top the list of all 
the beauties I have had the priv- 
ilege to know." 

"I’m afraid you are spoiling me." 

"I don’t tell lies unnecessarily." 

Every man deems it his right to 
mouth sweet lies. But how queer 
it is. We have been talking so long 
and I’ve not cared to ask your 
name." 

"I think this information is rather 
unnecessary. Anyhow, they call 
me Joginder Pal." 

"How long do you intend to stay 
here?" 

"As long as it is required. But at 
the moment it is a schedule of ten 
weeks only. I do hope G.R.L. mac- 
hinery would be fitted within this 
span. Work is going on speedily." 


, . "With your health, figure, perso- 
nality and status " 

"And why didn’t you add my 
age? I think fortieth year in a man’s 
age marks the old age of youth. 

"A youth of old age,” she added 
mischievously. 

"Man should marry at the proper 
age. I failed to do that. Now it is 
obvious that...." 

"What is obvious?" 

"Who would like to marry his 
daughter to a man of my age? 
When it was time I chose the 
wrong woman. Failing to get her 
I didn’t compromise, like most of 
the people." 

"Your choice couldn’t be wrong. 
But it is strange that covering such 
a long passage of life you didn't 
run into another woman. Person- 
ally speaking, no woman can dis- 
like you." 

"If I propose to you?" 

"My position is different. I’m a 
widow and responsible for my 
widowhood. Considering what 
Clark did for us, I mean Onasus 
and me, it would be sinful for me 
to marry anyone else." 

"I don’t follow you." 

"It is a long story which I shall 
relate at another time." 

"In yor black dress you look like 
a convent nun." 

"I’m no nun. I have donned the 
robe of widowhood, no doubt. But 
Clark was neither the first nor the 
last man in my life." 

"You are very frank and fearless 
woman, I must say." 

"If not brave, I’m not cowardly 
either. I’ve lived my life on my own 
terms and I intend to spend the 
rest of it in the same style. I mean, 
as long as Onasus doesn’t 
become the captain of a big ship. 

I had vowed that to Clark and I will 
certainly fulfil my promise." 

They stopped at a place on the 
seashore and had a nice bite. After 
eating and drinking the coffee from 
his flask, she stretched her limbs 
fully and fell flat on a rock jetting 
out of the sand. Pal also yawned 
and exclaimed: "I’m sleepy." 

"Then you may go to sleep." 

"I’ve cigarettes, you there and 
sweet memories of our brief 
encounter. With this wrap and 
woof I shall knit a shawl. When it 


is completed, I'll fold it carefully 
and methodically. Then I’ll cover 
my soul with it so that, with the 
help of its warmth, I may be able 
to spend many a dark and dreary 
night ahead of me." 

"So you are not as weak as 
Clark. He had possessed me fully 
in our very first meeting," she said, 
with a smile. 


"My name is Lilian, Lilian Clark, 
you may as well call me Lily. Clark 
always addressed me as such." 

"For me Mrs Albert will do. Now 
you may go to sleep. You have 
driven more than a hundred miles 
today, you are quite tired." 


Lily actually fell asleep. Pal lifted 
her in his arms and laid her on the 
back seat of the car. How light she 
was! As if made of cotton wool. 
When she woke up it was 5 a.m. 
Fixing her gaze on the watch, she 
said in mock anger: "Why didn’t 
you knock me up? I kept sleeping 
like a log for full two hours." 

"Lily noticed that her brassieres 
had got unfastened automatically, 
in her sleep. Getting liberated, her 
naked breasts also slept, clinging 
to her body like two tiny babies. 
She covered her body with the 
house coat. 

"Since when have you been 
watching me?" She asked coquet- 
tishly. 


"May you live long! An may each 
of your years contain then thou- 
sand days!" 


To be concluded 


"Frankly speaking, I couldn’t 
discern anything special about 
these buildings". 

She smiled and exclaimed: 
"Aren’t you and I very special 
things. One accommodates my flat 
and the other lodges you. May be 
temporarily but these are there. 
These structures of iron and stone 
that you find scattered around are 
lifeless whereas Broadway has a 
character of its own. I sincerely 
believe that except for Broadway 
and Inderdhanush no other build- 
ing and even most of the temples, 
churches and mosques in this city 
have any character of their own. 
These abodes of God deserve our 
veneration. May be God has spe- 
cial attachment with buildings 
raised in His name. But God per- 
vades all the places." 

Pal kept mum. He wanted tc 
listen to her longer. He relished 
her opening out. For a while both 
relapsed into silence. Then she 
spoke: "The name of my deceased 
husband was also Clark. Albert 
Clark. But I sign my name as Mr 
Albert, not as Mrs Clark. 


"What, according to you, are the 
future prospects of G.R.L.?" 

"In their field they are ahead of 
all others over here. After the 
installation of new machinery they 
would embark on the national 
scene." 

"Then it is good. I have invested 
a good lakh of rupees in their fac- 
tory." 

"If so, I must do my work more 
briskly." 

"You have to here for such a 
long period. How come that you 
haven’t brought your family 
along?" 

"My mother is an old widow and 
brothers and sisters are still in 
school." 

"Wife and children?" 

"I haven’t married yet." 

"Strange!" 

"What is strange about this?" 


"Well, I too am quite that way. 
Every pore of mine is lusting for 
your body. But I'm neither a thief, 
nor a dacoit. I’ve never outraged 
any woman." 

"When you too " 

"I’m healthy, alert-minded and, 
in my own humble way, quite a 
reasonable man. I shall not tell lies 
unnecessarily. I’ve fulfilled physi- 
cal demands of dozens of women. 
But I have tarnished my soul. Nor 
have I ever allowed any woman to 
get on my nerves. As regards fal- 
ling in love, I’ve already told you 
that the one woman whom I 
desired did not or could not love 
me. It was a sheer chance. As for 
love making, I have ever been an 
adorer of beauties. Still I won’t pre- 
tend that any arrow of Cupid pier- 
ced my heart so deep that it turned 
into a lifelong memory. Unlike the 
traditional Majnun, I’ve had never 
made one-sided love. One-sided 
liking I’ve often had. But such sen- 
timents are superficial and lack 
nerve. It is sheer folly to keep 
decking with memories an 
attachment that can’t be consum- 
mated. But why am I telling you all 
this? You please go to sleep. You 
facinate me. Just with a view to 
getting a glimpse of you I’ve been 
eating James’s 'Pakoras' for the 
last ten days whereas I’m not at all 
fond of fried stuff. But I’ll never play 
Clark even if my infatuation for you 
unhinges me." 

"You haven’t asked my name. 

"I didn’t insist on listening to your 
life story either. It is not difficult to 
find out your name nor your story. 

I do confess that a beautiful and 
intelligent woman like you has 
never entered my life. My only fear 
is that I may not be able to forget 
you as early as I have forgotten 
others. The woof and wrap I had 
mentioned just now I had never 
knit earlier, never felt the need to 
do so." 


"Ever since you went to sleep". 

"Oh! you didn't even touch me". 

"Flowers decked on boughs 
appeal to me better. I have never 
committed the folly of making bou- 
quets of flowers and never 
adorned vases with such bou 
quets.l’m an honest man. You had 
slept under my protection. Hence 
it was my duty to guard you, even 
against myself". 

"It is a matter of pride to be even 
a maid-servant of a man like you. 
Only a short while ago you had 
proposed to me." 

"Certainly I did, and God is a 
witness I had done it in all ear- 
nestness. But at that moment I 
little knew that you were still cher- 
ishing someone in your heart and 
you were bound by a pledge given 
to somebody. I would love to take 
your body. But I don’t like to par- 
tition your soul." 

When did they change fro r~? 
'you' to "thou’ they were not a, 
aware themselves. 

"Onasus is still waiting for the 
return of his father." 

"He is a very sweet child. He 
does understand the meaning of 
affection." 

"In addition to his mother he 
needs a father as welt." 

"If I’m assured that I’m capable 
of becoming Oona's father I would 
like to reiterate my proposal. But 
I won't like that I become his father 
and my son’s future be determined 

by your late husband well, 

forget it, let's eat and drink a bit. 
I’m feeling hungry." 

Both of them partook of the 
remaining tiffin. As the thermos got 
empty, Lily said: "Today is my birth 
anniversary." 
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Draft National Perspective 
Plan For Women 

From Our Own Correspondent 


T he Draft National Per- 
spective Plan for Women 
has been an effort at 
evolving a long-term 
overall policy for the all-round 
development of Indian women. 


The Plan aims at; 

— economic development and 
integration of women into the 
mainstream of the economy; 

— equity and social justice for all 
women; 


The overall purpose of the Plan 
is to put together a national 
endeavour cutting across the 
spectrum of class and religion; 
functions, sectors and disciplines, 
to harness the resources repre- 


sented by the people both the 
women as well as the men. 

The amount of work a woman 
puts in during the course of a 
twenty four hour day is immense. 
What with women taking up 
employment outside the house, 
household duties have increased 
tremendously to be performed in 
a limited period. If one were to pay 
a woman for the work she puts in 
at home it will be a sizeable sum. 

The National Perspective Plan 
for Women has recommended 
that the 1991 census take into 
account women’s unpaid work in 
the household and outside, as well 
as the value added in performing 
her many 'survival tasks' for the 
family. 

While women play an important 
role as members of the Indian 
labour force, the total number of 
employed women as a percentage 
of the total women in the working 
age group has been more or less 
stagnant in the recent two 
decades. In absolute numbers, tho 


total female labour force estimated 
at the rate of 10 crores in 1983 is 
increasing by nearly @ 20 lakh 
every year. Less than ten percent 
of the female work force is 
employed in the organised and 
primarily urban section of the 
nation’s economy. 

The major thrust of the NPP is 
towards removing the bias, in law 
by the law enforcing gencies, spe- 
cial recommendations on the mat- 
rimonial property issue are also 
envisaged. 

The draft Plan has recom- 
mended creating the post of a 
Commissioner for Women's 
Rights with specific powers to 
ensure the enforcement of laws 
pertaining to women; establish- 
ment of a legal advisory commit- 
tee to examine and suggest 
changes in such laws. Public grie- 
vances cells, especially, dealing 
with women' problems are to be 
set up with police help. These cells 
will liaise with the Commissioner 
for women’s rights. 
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like to mirror the problems that 
preceded or succeded the Cup. 
There were many — some on the 
field and some off the field. 

Before the start of the first Asia 
Cup in April-84 in Sharjah, Pak 
cricket had to pass through a 
series of crisis. It started with a 
turmoil over the selection on cer- 
tain favourite players at the cost of 
experienced players. Resultantly, 
two selected players made a fuss 
of the affairs and almost dropped 
out. Another two Pak players 
returned back from the Airport 
since their wives were not allowed 
to accompany them. Neverthe- 
less, all of them had to turn up, 
persuaded by a mixture of threats 
and compromise. 

As for the Indian team, it was 
handicapped by the absence of 
Kapil Dev, who had gone to US to 
undergo a knee operation. Matters 
were made even worse by the 
exclusion of both Mohinder Amar- 
nath and K. Srikkanth. In fact, 
Gavaskar returned at the helm of 
affaris to lead a very new-look 
side. 

New-comers like Chetan 
Sharma and Manoj Prabhakar 
bowled magnificently and suc- 
ceded in containing the opposition. 
On the other side, new pair of 
openers namely Surinder Khanna 
and Gulam Parkar batted quite 
competently and allowed Sunil 
Gavaskar the luxury to bat lower 
down. In fact, Surinder Khanna, 
the wicket keeper-batsman, batted 
sc well that he won the Man of the 
Match award in both the matches 
as well as the Man of the Series 
award. 


Srikkanth 

Dilip Vengsarkar may prove a 
better opener? Vengsarkar had 
been opening for India when he 
made his Test debut in 1975-76 
tour of New Zealand. Non- 
experience of international cricket 
was then the main cause of his fai- 
lure as an opener. Now, he is sea- 
soned enough to open the inning 
(or atleast have a try). 

L ike opening slot, another 
•change of strategy needed in 
batting number six. A hardhitter 
like Kapil Dev or Sanjeev Sharma 
should precede Ravi Shastri, who 
is now a pale shadow of his 
"Champion of Champions’’ image. 
However, he is still good enough 
to keep the innings going during 
slog overs with his sheet anchor 
stylo. 

As for the previous records of 
previous Asia Cups, one would 


rief scores of the first Asia 
Cup: 6-4-34: Sri Lanka beat 
Pak by five wickets. 8-4-84: India 
defeated Sri Lanka by ten wickets 
13-4-84: India got the belter of 
Pakistan by 54 runs. 

The second Asia Cup was 
played in Ceylon and Candy of Sri 
Lanka. The host country proved 
the form book wrong by defeating 
Pakistan by five wickets in the 
final. This was Sri Lank’s first vic- 
tory in a major international tour- 
nament. Earlier they were beaten 
0-2 in the preceding series and by 
81 runs in the preliminary round 
match and as such the victory in 
the final had come as a bolt from 
the blue. Earlier both Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka had beaten Bangladesh, 
who was trying to establish itself 
in tho cricketing fraternity of Asia. 
Bangladesh not only lost its two 
matches but also caused embar- 
rassing moments for the staticians. 
The two matches involving Ban- 
gladesh have not been recognised 
by WISDEN-— the most authentic 
yearly publication on cricket from 
England. Even till date some of the 
staticians include those two 
matches in their statistics while 
others don't. This has been con- 
fusing and the third Asia cup will 
add more confusion since the 
matches involving Bangladesh will 
not be recognised as international 
while tho matches among other 
three toams will be included in the 
record books. Strange, isn’t it? 

But then oneday cricket is also 
strange enough. 


India Vs 
Sri Lanka 

Coniined trom page 16 
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Third Asia Cup 

India Vs 
Sri Lanka 

By Navin Chand 


K eeping in tune with the 
ever increasing popular- 
ity of one day cricket 
and the success of the 
World Cups, the authorities of 
cricket playing Asian countries 
formed an association under the 
name and style of "Asia Cricket 
Conference" and decided to orga- 
nise a limited overs tournament 
every second year in March-April 
to be contested amongst the Asian 
countries. 

The first Asia Cup was orga- 
nised in April 1984 in Sharjah — 
the willow game gott its inaugur- 
ation/introduction in that oil-rich 
region with this tournament. The 
second Asia cup was played in Sri 
Lanka in March-April 1986 and the 



Arshad Ayub 


third was to be played this year in 
March in Bangladesh but was 
postponed due to prevailing polit- 
ical crisis in that conutry. Now it is 
being played in October- 
November amongst four countries, 
namely India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 
and the host Bangladesh. This 
would be the first time when all the 
four countries are participating in 
Asia cup) — Bangladesh was mis- 
sing in the inaugural and India did 
not participate in the last one. 

Dilip Vengsarkar is leading 
Indian challenge to recapture the 
trophy it won in the inaugural tour- 
nament while the defending 
champions Sri Lankan team will 
be led by Ranjan Madugalle. Lan- 
kans had won the cup in 1986. 
Being a captain of a Pak cricket 
team is a hazardous occupation 
but with the retirement of the 
Pathan, Imran Khan, Javed Mian- 
dad is the obvious choice. About 
host Bangladesh, little is known 
outside since they don’t have the 
Test-status. 

As for Indian chances of winning 
the cup once again, one would like 
to assess it in the light of its per- 
formance in Champions Trophy 
Sharjah where it suffered two 
heavy defeats at the hands of Pak- 
istan and West Indies while its sol- 
itary victory was more by chance 


than design. In both batting and 
bowling departments, Indian play- 
ers were found wanting. 

A look at the composition of 
Indian team would make one 
feel that it is a very strong team of 
stalwarts and youngsters with 
almost everyone capable of pulling 
a victory of his own. No doubt, 
Indian team is strong but only on 
paper. On the real playing ground, 
its performance does not match its 
seedings. Perhaps, the talents of 
the players have not been utilised 
properly or that the players are 
rated more than their current form. 
In either case a critical analysis of 
the available resources and their 
utilisation need be done. 

Krishnamachari Srikkarth has 
been rated as the finest striker of 
the ball capable of treating apart 
any attack on h's day. He has 
been spearheading Indian batting 
for the last seven years. But are 
we making- the best use of this 
hardest hitter? 

Certainly not. A close observa- 
tion of his successful innings 
would reveal that he is not a con- 
fident looking batsman in the fist 
ten over. Rather he is more prone 
for dismissal during the first ten 
overs. His early dismissal has 
always caused alarms in Indian 
camp and the subsequent bats- 
men have been subdued. 

What about dropping him to 
number three slot? Srikkanth has 
played best cricket between tenth 
and the thirtieth overs where the 
pacers start getting tired and the 
spinners are unsettled. At number 
three, Srikkanth would be called 
upon to bat around these overs. 

One may argue that India has 
always been short of genuine 
openers and dropping Srikkanth to 
number three would once again 
cause endless problem of finding 
another opener. Yes, the logic has 
some weight. But tell me, what has 
been India’s scores at the end of 
fifth and ten overs in the last few 
years? Only on rare occassions, 
India have had an average of four 
plus after the completion of five or 
ten overs. This only proves the 
point that Srikkanth has not been 
at his authentic best during the 
start of the innings. 

Any substitute opener in place 
of Srikkanth may not perform 
better than Srikkanth but at the 
same time he can certainly score 
that many runs as Srikkanth would 
score at the start of the innings or 
precisely during the first ten overs. 
And who k..ows, experienced 
players like Mohinder Amarnath or 
Continued on pc gel 5 
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Goodbye Sommayya 


M aneypande Sommayya, 
Indian hockey captain in the 
Seoul Games has decided to quit 
big time hockey. 'It was a great 
honour to play for the country and 
also lead the team in international 
tournaments for short spells’, he 
said in his letter to the president of 
the Indian Hockey Federation. 
Requesting to be overlooked for 
national squads henceforth, he is 
believed to have cited personal 
reasons for his decision. 

Sommayya who has donned 
national colours for the last eight 
years made his Olympic debut in 
Moscow, when India won the gold 
after a stretch of 1 6 years. He has 
beeen rated as one of the best left 
halves of India whose place in the 
side has been almost a certainity. 



Sommayya 


However, his first trournament as 
captain for Asia cup ended in a 
disaster, when five of his team 
mates were banned for alleged 
manhandling of a Japanese offi- 
cial at Dhaka. An enquiry by the 
IHF later adsolved him of any mis- 
behaviour. 

Sommayya, however, has been 
a very successful captain leading 
India to victory at the Azlan Shah 
Tournament in Malaysia and again 
in Nairobi, proving his detractors 
wrong. His dream of captaining for 
an Olympic came true during the 
24th Games, though India could 
only manage sixth position. 
Goodbye, Sommayya, we will 
miss you. 

— I. Gupta 
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